REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2013

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, and Timothy Schaiberger

Absent:  Council Members Chad Lucas and Rusty Showalter

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FOR GAIL CURTIS DBA MONKEY BUSINESS FOR JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 18, 2013.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO APPROVE THE SOLESFORCARDIO 5K WALK/RUN ON JUNE 29, 2013 FROM 9 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. AND REQUESTED BY CYNTHIA LONGHCAMPS, TOLFREE FOUNDATION DIRECTOR.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ACCEPT WITH REGRET MICHAEL JACKSON’S RESIGNATION FROM THE EDC.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ACCEPT WITH REGRET TOM DAMOTH’S RESIGNATION FROM THE DDA.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SCHEDULE A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING FOR APRIL 8, 2013 AT 5 P.M. TO VIEW A DDA PRESENTATION AND TO CONSIDER WATER AND SEWER RATES.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lawrence asked when the rest of the Waste Management carts would be picked up.  Manager Youatt stated that they would be picked up by the end of the week.

Council Member Ervans was concerned about an automobile on S. Burgess St.  Police Chief Williams will have his officer look into the problem.

Mayor Thompson voiced his concern about the way Council handled the letter from Tom and Elisabeth Kish concerning a problem with their house.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $54,747.68.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Kelly Sancrant, 406 N. Fourth St., came before Council to ask them to lift the prohibition on pit bulls.  She stated that she talked to officials in surrounding counties and cities and found that they do not have any ordinances prohibiting pit bulls.  She also stated that she was in possession of a petition with 70 signatures of people in the City that do not have a problem with pit bulls.  Council Member Lawrence shared her bad experience with a pit bull stating that she would not be in favor of changing the ordinance based on this experience.  Tony Little, pit bull breeder, was present and stated that like any other dog if the dog is trained properly it will not be a problem.  Council Member Ervans also voiced his concern about the breed of dog, the dogs muscle mass, and the harm it can invoke on a person.  Ed Kelly, 253 N. First St., was present and stated he did not see a problem with this type of dog since they are not breeding them in this area for fighting.  Ms. Sancrant stated that she had remedied the problem of her dog getting loose.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO DENY KELLY SANCRANT’S REQUEST TO LIFT THE PROHIBITION ON PIT BULLS.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger

No – Ehinger, Thompson


Absent – Lucas, Showalter



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the asphalt patch bids as follows:

1.  Hodgins Asphalt Paving, Inc., West Branch
up to 250 sq ft of 2”
4.05








over 250 sq ft

3.10








up to 250 sq ft of 3”
4.50








over 250 sq ft

3.48

2.  Mid-Michigan Asphalt Paving, West Branch
up to 250 sq ft of 2”
6.25








over 250 sq ft

2.70








up to 250 sq ft of 3”
7.00








over 250 sq ft

3.50

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AWARD THE ASPHALT PATCH BID TO HODGINS ASPHALT PAVING, INC. AS STATED IN THEIR BID.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Schaiberger, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Lucas and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Alesia Willobee, Up North Prevention, thanked the Council for their support of underage drinking prevention.  She talked about underage drinking and the abuse of prescription drugs.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on the new cost to use felony inmates for work release.  Questions arose concerning liability and Manager Youatt will check with the City’s insurance carrier to make sure we are covered.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO ADJOURN AT 7:05 P.M.

