REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2012

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger, Williams, DPW Superintendent Dennis Jameson, WWTP Superintendent Dan Robb, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 2, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 21, 2012, THE MARCH TRASURER’S REPORT AND THE MARCH POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Aaron Bowie, representative for Great Lakes Comnet, was present to request that the Council approve the Unilateral Metro Agreement.  He reviewed the purpose of the request and the construction route.  He explained that this is high speed internet for businesses.  He noted that Great Lakes Comnet does not specialize in residential use they are geared toward hospitals, schools, large business, and other healthcare related facilities.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM GREAT LAKES COMNET TO ENTER INTO A UNILATERAL METRO AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pam Hilts, Spokesperson for the West Branch Kiwanis, was present to request a maintained landscaping plan to beautify Iron’s Park.  She stated that she met with DPW Superintendent Jameson and has selected a location.  She noted that the Kiwanis members would maintain the project during the summer months.  

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW THE KIWANIS CLUB TO MAINTAIN A LANDSCAPE PROJECT IN IRON’S PARK WITH LOCATION APPROVED BY STAFF.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Westley Scheidegger he would like to solicit businesses to collect funds and/or food for the food bank sponsored by New Beginnings Lutheran Church on June 1 and 2 and October 26 and 27.  Discussion was on the various food banks in the community and whom these groups serve.  Bill Sawyer and Lisa Cook were present from the Ogemaw County Clergy Fellowship Food Bank and felt that approval of this request would make it more difficult for their food bank to get donations.  

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS REQUEST FROM WESTLEY SCHEIDEGGER TO COLLECT CASH OR FOOD FROM THE DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES ON JUNE 1, 2 AND OCTOBER 26 AND 27.

Yes – Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger

No – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Munn was present to request permission to hold the Carter’s Running of the Hills run/walk.  Chief Williams stated he has reviewed the route with Mr. Munn.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE CARTER’S RUNNING OF THE HILLS 5K, 10K AND HALF MARATHON EVENT ON OCTOBER 14, 2012.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri, Retail Merchants representative, was present to request street closures for certain Fabulous Friday events.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE HOUGHTON AVENUE STREET CLOSURES FOR JUNE 15, JUNE 29, JULY 6, JULY 20, AUGUST 24, AND AUGUST 31.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2012/2013 BUDGET FOR MAY 7, 2012 AT 6:05 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas gave a report on the EMS Authority.

Council Member Lawrence voiced a traffic concern on S. Fifth St.  Manager Youatt will look at resolving the problem.

Council Member Schaiberger voiced concern about a company going door to door regarding natural gas rates.  Chief Williams stated they fall under the International Trade Agreement and do not need to obtain a peddlers and solicitors license.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

DPW Superintendent Jameson reported on MDOT curb replacement project, permit to move some of the ducks, and new radios in trucks.

Police Chief Williams reported that EMS is back at the Police Department, Sheriff posse is scheduled for summer events, new car and sale of old car, and he reviewed the police coverage.

WWTP Superintendent Robb reported on the construction project, CPR training, ribbon cutting, and he showed how efficient the new plant is running.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the out of county inmates, legal counsel, audit report, union contracts, property tax loss, and the budget and finance committee.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $183,551.59.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 12-07

WHEREAS, staff compares, on a monthly basis, the year to date actual with the budgeted amount of all revenues and expenditures; and

WHEREAS, during this review it was determined that Fund 101 General needs to be adjusted for a reduction in property tax collection, elimination of the Housing Department, increase to Worker’s Compensation premium, in crease in Internal Services operating supplies, increase in audit expenses, increase in BC/BS premium due to a change from single to family, completion of the infrastructure project, sidewalk replacement on N. Third St., and an increase in solid waste contractual services due to fuel surcharge, and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditures in the General Fund will be taken from the following carry over:  Police Safety $1,800; Ft. Austin $3,850; Economic Advancement $258,675; and General $22,687, and

WHERAS, it was also determined during this review that Fund 248 DDA will exceed its budget in due to an increase in service and improvements; and

WHEREAS, the DDA has collected more revenue than expected which will offset the increase in expenses, and

WHEREAS, it was determined that there would be an excess in expenditure in the Collection Replacement Fund that is due to the reclassification of the S. Valley St. project which had inadvertently been all charged to the Major Street Fund; and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditure in the Collection Replacement Fund will come from the carry over; and 

WHEREAS, it was also determined that there was an excess in expenditures in the Fund 590 Sewer due to the payment of the City’s portion of the Wastewater Treatment Plan Authority operation and maintenance costs, and

WHEREAS, it is the intent to offset this expense with the 590 Sewer Fund carry over, and

WHEREAS, 591 Water Fund will not recognize the expected revenue due to a decrease in usage and it will exceed expenditures due to equipment malfunction between the water wells and the water tower, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 101 General as follows:

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO HIRE PATTY DACK FROM C. A. HANES TO LIST THE HOUSE AT 251 N BURGESS ST.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT FOR THE WEST BRANCH STORMWATER PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:28 P.M.
