REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N. FOURTH ST., MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Kim Ervans

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 4, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH AREA RETAIL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD APRIL 12, 2011, THE DDA MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 24, 2011, AND THE MARCH TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Debra Geoffroy was present to request a peddlers and solicitors license to sell Tupperware door-to-door for one year.  She stated that she would like to come into the West Branch area on the third week of every month from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO DENY THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM DEBRA GEOFFROY TO SELL TUPPERWARE DOOR-TO-DOOR FOR ONE YEAR.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Kristin Shauger was present to request a sidewalk sale by the Scrapbook Nook to benefit a local teen that has cancer.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE ANY AND ALL SIDEWALK SALES THAT ARE CONDUCTED TO BENEFIT BRANDON LINK AND TO WAIVE THE FEES ASSOCIATED WITH A SIDEWALK SALE.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2011/2012 BUDGET FOR MAY 2, 2011 AT 6:05 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter noted a traffic safety issue at the intersection of S. Sixth St. and Wright St.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the jail, 911 computers, wind energy, Health Department, budget and finance committee.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $69,514.37.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE OGEMAW COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY FOR THE ANNUAL MUTT MARCH TO BE DISPLAYED AUGUST 29 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 10, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AMEND THE PERSONNEL POLICY TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Section 8.04 – Sick Leave 

(First sentence of paragraph #3) “Sick days may be used for the employee’s personal illness and for any member of their immediate family’s illness, only.”

Section 8.02 – Vacation Pay

(First sentence of paragraph #5) “Vacation days must be used in a minimum of 1 hour increments.”

Section 8.01 – Holidays

(Last sentence of paragraph #3) “Employees are required to work the day before and day after a paid holiday, unless an extended vacation has been approved by the supervisor which would include a paid holiday.”

Section 7.01 – Rules of Conduct

(To be added as last paragraph) “No employee of the City of West Branch shall record, through audio, video, or any other means, any conversation or activity of another City employee, City office holder, or other member of the public without that person’s knowledge and express consent.  This does not apply to:  1) law enforcement, fire and rescue personnel during the performance of law enforcement, fire and rescue duties; 2) recordings of public meetings; and 3) recordings of family or social events that are not related to employment with the City.  Violation of this rule may lead to discipline up to and including termination.”

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 11-06


WHEREAS, staff compares the year to date actual with the budgeted amount of all expenditures; and

WHEREAS, during this review it was determined that Fund 316 Senior Center Debt exceeded its budget for Interest Due on Bonds; and

WHEREAS, it was also determined during this review that Fund 276 – Housing Resource Fund exceeded its budget for Contractual Services, Employer Social Security and Expenses; and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditure in Senior Center Debt was due to an addition error; and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditure in the Housing Resource Fund was due to an oversight at the time of budget preparation for the construction of the house at 251 N. Burgess St. and the amount of time to administer this project, and

WHEREAS, the sale of the house at 251 N. Burgess St. will generate additional revenue; however, the sale is not expected until the next fiscal year,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 316 as follows:

316 – Senior Center Debt



Budget

Amended


Carry Over




 45,315
 
 44,535

995.700 Interest Due on Bonds


    2,500

   3,280


Total Expenditures


  43,000

  43,680

FURTHRER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 276 as follows:

276 – Housing Resource Fund


Budget

Amended








185,718

132,123

REVENUE

634.400 Grant




  10,000

  50,000

642.400 Sale of Lot




           0

  60,250

664.400 Interest Income



           0

         75

695.400 Miscellaneous



           0

       230


TOTAL REVENUE



  41,000

110,555

EXPENDITURES

482.000 Administration

710.700 Overtime




           0

       200

715.700 Social Security



       500

       550

723.700 Fringe Benefits



           0

    3,000

922.700 Public Utilities



           0

       150

956.700 Expenses




           0

    1,800


Total Administration


   8,900

  13,350

493.000 MEDC

801.700 Contractual Services


  30,000

150,000

956.700 Expenses




    2,100

       800


Total MEDC




  32,100

150,800

TOTAL EXPENDITURES



  41,000

164,150

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #11-03 ENTITLED “CITY OF WEST BRANCH BLIGHT AND NUISANCE ORDINANCE – AN ORDINANCE TO PROTECT THE SAFETY, HEALTH, COMFORT OR REPOSE OF THE PUBLIC BY REGULATING BLIGHT AND NUISANCES PER SE.”

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the Alto Ct. fire hydrant replacement as follows:

1.  Sterling Excavation, Inc., West Branch


$4,120.00


Asphalt replacement included in bid

2.  Zimmerman Excavating Co., West Branch

$4,850.00


Replace asphalt if needed $3.50/sq ft

3.  E & D Excavating, West Branch



$4,082.34


Cut & replace asphalt $1,200

Council noted some inconsistencies in the bids.

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO REJECT ALL THE BIDS ON THE ALTO CT FIRE HYDRANT REPLACEMENT AND TO READVERTISE THIS WORK.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ervans


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:55 P.M.

