REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the Memorial Day parade request from the American Legion, Post 103.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MEMORIAL DAY PARADE REQUEST FOR MAY 31, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council read the letter from Anthony LaPere, owner of Wash It LLC, 137 N. Fourth St., asking for relief on his water/sewer bill.  Discussion was held on over spray.  Manager Youatt stated he could study the issue and come back to Council with his findings.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD APRIL 1, 2010 AND THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 5, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD MARCH 18, 2010, WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD MARCH 25, 2010, STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MARCH 30, 2010, RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD MARCH 9, 2010, THE MARCH TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE MARCH POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger reported that there is a lot of swearing, people sleeping on benches, and kids being hostile to each other in Iron’s Park. Chief Williams stated he addresses these issues when he sees them and encouraged anyone to contact the Police Department when these situations occur.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported on his attendance at the MML Capital Conference.  He also reported a large pothole in the 300 block of S. Third St. on the east side of the road.  Manager Youatt stated he would see that it got fixed.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated he also attended the MML Capital Conference.  He reported on the EMS millage renewal and the Emergency Managment Dispatch program.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,878.46.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE KIWANIS CLUB BANNER APPLICATION FOR NOVEMBER 1, 2010 THROUGH NOVEMBER 15, 2010, WEATHER PERMITTING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO SET THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2010/2011 BUDGET FOR MAY 3, 2010 AT 7:05 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE ASSESSING CONTRACT WITH MVW AND ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR THREE YEARS AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID CONTRACT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the proposals for soil boring services on the S. Valley St. reconstruction project.  Council Member Ervans asked if the soil borings were grant eligible.  Manager Youatt stated he will check and report back.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL FOR SOIL BORINGS FROM SOILS AND STRUCTURES IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,480.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the quit claim deed transferring property from the City to the West Branch District Library.  Council asked that a representative from the Library Board be present to address the Council on this subject.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the jail with the open house still scheduled for May 21, the Airport Fly-In is scheduled for June 19 with the groundbreaking for the new terminal, and they are starting the County budget process.  Council Member Ervans asked what was happening at the Building and Zoning Department.  Commissioner Scott stated that the manager was laid off.  He asked how many employees were in that office.  She stated that there are 3 inspectors and 1 clerical person.  Discussion followed on the timing of the lay off.  Mayor Thompson asked why the Register of Deeds office was not affected with a lay off since their workload is down as well.  Commissioner Scott stated that the Register of Deeds office picked up work from the Treasurer’s office that use to be outsourced.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Michael Demasi voiced concern over certain conditions in Iron’s Park.  He stated that kids are bullying other kids.  Chief Williams stated he is trying to make an effort to stop by; however, when he is in uniform the kids are at their best behavior.  He once again asked that the Police Department be contacted when problems are occurring in the park.  Manager Youatt stated he is looking at a schedule change with the DPW and there should be more staff visibility on the weekends.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger asked when spring leaf and brush pick up was scheduled.  Manager Youatt stated that leaf pick up is scheduled for April 19 – April 30 and brush pick up will be April 30.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:50 P.M.

