REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2010

Mayor Pro-Tem Paul Frechette called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Paul Frechette, Council Members Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas and Timothy Schaiberger

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger and Rusty Showalter

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM BOY SCOUT TROOP 971 TO CONDUCT A FOOD DRIVE WITH APRIL 17 AS THE DROP OFF DAY FOR THE BAGS AND APRIL 24 AS THE DAY TO PICK UP THE FILLED BAGS.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger

No - None

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER NUMBER TWO ON THE 2009 WATER SUPPLY PROJECT DECREASING THE TOTAL COST TO PORATH CONTRACTORS BY $5,957.20 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID CHANGE ORDER.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger

No – None

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 15, 2010.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger

No – None

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW HILLS RECREATION DEPT MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 16, 2010, OGEMAW COUNTY EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 25, 2010, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 9, 2010, AND THE WEST BRANCH AREA RETAIL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD MARCH 9, 2010.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger

No – None

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from the Ogemaw Hills Recreation Department asking for monetary consideration when preparing the budget.  The letter also asked for a City representative to be appointed.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT COUNCIL MEMBER SHOWALTER TO THE OGEMAW HILLS RECREATION DEPARTMENT BOARD.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger

No – None

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from the Michigan Municipal League informing the Council that they are reducing our dues by 12%.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Susan Vic informed Council of her candidacy for State Representative 103rd District.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Marcia Young, Victorian Art Fair representative, was present to propose a joint project to repair areas of the Riverwalk in Iron’s Park and to fill low areas and holes in the grass.  Manager Youatt stated that these are high priority items and any help would be greatly appreciated.  He asked that Ms. Young contact him to set up a time to meet and come up with a plan to resolve these problems.  Mayor Pro-Tem Frechette suggested making it an Environmental Day requesting volunteers to come and help with the project.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER TO BE PLACED AUGUST 2, 2010 THROUGH AUGUST 16, 2010 FROM THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION FOR THE VICTORIAN ART FAIR.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger

No – None

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Schaiberger reported on the Northeast Michigan Future Inc. meeting he attended.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that Council Member Showalter and he would be attending the MML conference and that the EMS union negotiations will not start as soon as hoped.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that he is working on the budget and the union negotiations will start soon.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,585.43. 

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger

No – None

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request for funding from the Ogemaw County EDC program.  Manager Youatt recommended that the Council appropriate $2,000 for this program.  Council Member Ervans stated he would like to cut back our funding to $1,000.  Council Member Lucas stated he thinks there are ways the City could spend the money to create the same results.  Council Member Ervans voiced concern about the lack of progress.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROPRIATE $1,000 TO THE OGEMAW COUNTY EDC PROGRAM.

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Frechette


No – Schaiberger

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #10-05 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §51.092 – RATES CHARGED TO USER.”

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Frechette, Schaiberger

No – None

Absent – Ehinger, Showalter, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mark DeMatio, owner of several properties in the City, asked if the sewer-lining project is complete and whether the project was successful.  Manager Youatt stated they are scheduled to be done by the end of the month and the wastewater treatment plant has seen a reduction in flow.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADJOURN AT 7:37 P.M.

