SPECIAL MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2013

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Denise Lawrence, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

DDA members Christie Blackford and Bob Dack gave a presentation on walkability and planning for the resurfacing of Houghton Avenue.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the proposed water/sewer rate structure.  It was noted that all rates were considered and some rates would be lowered to offset the increase in other areas.  Discussion was held on fiscal responsibility and being able to meet our debt obligations.

Comments were received from:  Bonnie Miner, 204 Sidney St; Dave Lucas, 311 State St.; Dan Weiler, 123 S. Livingston St.; Sheldon Justice, 420 West River Park Dr.; Keith Yost, 112 Wright St.; Norman Kline, 411 N. Fourth St.; Buffy Kish, 180 N. Second St.; Debra Heisler, 130 S. Burgess St.; Tracy Goodsell, 335 S. Seventh St.; and Cathy Zimmerman, 216 Sidney St.

Comments received included the already large water/sewer bills, feelings that the money should come from somewhere else to cover the debt, accountability of the financial consultant, concerns that West Branch Township and Ogemaw Township are not paying the same rate, concerns that usage will go even lower if there is a rate increase, business rates vs. residential rates, fiscal responsibility, concerns about the flat rate charge, cutting frivolous expenditures in the budget, quality of the water, length of the debt, refinancing the debt, and monthly billings.


No one else wished to be heard on the subject.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LAWRENCE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:35 P.M.

