
REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N. FOURTH ST. MONDAY, AUGUST 
15, 2011 
 
Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul 
Frechette, Chad Lucas, Tim Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and 
City Attorney Christine Juarez 
 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE 
MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 1, 
2011. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE 
THE MINUTES OF THE BROWNFIELD/LAND BANK MEETING HELD JULY 
19, 2011; OGEMAW COUNTY STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD JULY 26, 2011; WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY 
MEETING HELD JULY 28, 2011; JUNE TREASURER’S REPORT; AND JULY 
POLICE REPORT. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RESCHEDULE THE 
FIRST MEETING IN SEPTEMBER FOR THE 6TH WITH THE MEETING TO 
BEGIN AT 6:00 P.M. 



Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the vacating of a portion of W. 
Ripley St. between S. First St. and S. Second St. at 6:05 p.m.  Michael and Julie 
Hart, owners of 239 S. First St. and requestors, were present.  Mr. Hart stated that 
he would like to put a fence up along this right-of-way to prevent pedestrian 
traffic from cutting through that area.  Council noted that the City would retain an 
easement the width of the right-of-way because there is a sewer main/interceptor 
and a water main located in this right-of-way.  They also noted that no buildings 
would be able to be built on the easement because of the location of the utilities.  
No one else wished to be heard on this subject. 

 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO CLOSE THE 
PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:15 P.M. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 
MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE 
FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 
 

RESOLUTION #11-17 
 

 WHEREAS, Michael and Julie Hart, on June 15, 2011 requested that the 
City Council take steps to formally vacate the following described property:   
 

All of W. Ripley St. in the Original Plat to the Village (now City) of West 
Branch beginning at the west right-of-way line of S. First St. and running 
west approximately 264 feet to the east right-of-way line of S. Second St. 
 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council, at their regular meeting of 

August 1, 2011 scheduled a public hearing for August 15, 2011 to consider the 
vacating of a portion of West Ripley Street, and 
 



 WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is empowered to vacate public streets 
pursuant to the Subdivision Control Act of 1968, as amended and the West Branch 
City Charter at Section 7.5 (a), and 
 
 WHEREAS, having held a public hearing at their regular meeting of August 
15, 2011 pursuant to the requirements of the City Charter [Section 7.5 (a)], 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City 
Council vacates a portion of W. Ripley St.  as described above; that the title to the 
vacated portion of W. Ripley St. shall be vested in the title holders of lots abutting 
thereon; that the City of West Branch reserves an easement in said area for public 
utility purposes and other public purposes in accordance with MCLA 560.256,257 
as amended, and that no buildings shall be erected on this easement. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Council Member Ehinger addressed the Council’s participation in the City 
Manager’s evaluation.  Discussion followed. 
 
Council Member Ervans stated he is concerned over the weeds behind some of 
the buildings in the downtown between N. Second St. and N. Third St. 
 
Council Member Showalter reported that some representatives from West Branch 
would be featured on TV 25 news later this week. 
 
Council Member Lucas reported that he would like to see the County set up an 
authority for the transit system. 
 
Council Member Lucas was concerned about the weeds on City owned property 
that have not been addressed. 
 
Mayor Thompson stated that the Victorian Art Fair personnel complimented the 
DPW on the condition of the park for the Victorian Art Fair this past weekend. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE PAY 
REQUEST #3 FOR THE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT FROM STERLING 
EXCAVATION, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $268,733.18. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 



No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $337,090.64. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO SCHEDULE A 
HEARING FOR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 AT 6:05 P.M. TO REVIEW 
THE FINDINGS, REPORT AND ORDER OF THE HEARING OFFICER AND 
EITHER APPROVE, DISAPPROVE OR MODITY THE ORDER FOR THE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 221 S. SECOND ST.  
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Discussion was held on the Page Street Senior Center.  Manager Youatt stated 
that the Commission on Aging would be at the Senior Center until September 30. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Council reviewed the request from Unity Home Health Care to host a fun 
run/walk on August 21, 2011. 

 
MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW 
UNITY HOME HEALTH CARE TO HOST A FUN RUN/WALK ON AUGUST 21, 
2011. 
 
Yes – Ervans, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger 



Motion failed 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Mayor Thompson requested that the Council approve his move to a home that 
received funding through the City’s Rental Rehab program.  He asked to abstain 
from voting on this issue. 

 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ALLOW 
MAYOR THOMPSON TO ABSTAIN FROM VOTING ON THIS MATTER. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE 
REQUEST FROM MAYOR THOMPSON TO RESIDE AT 440 E. HOUGHTON 
AVE. AS LONG AS HE MEETS ALL OF THE MSHDA REQUIREMENTS. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 
 
Abstain - Thompson 
 
No – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 
7:05 P.M. 
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