REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2007

Mayor Pro-Tem Russell Jackson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Russell Jackson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, and Paul Frechette

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson and Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Gascoigne presented Council with a proposal from Capital Consultants to conduct engineering work for the sewers on Sidney St.  

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL FROM CAPITAL CONSULTANTS FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES ON THE SEWER LINE ON SIDNEY STREET AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $7,050.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 2, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 27, 2007, THE MARCH TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE MARCH POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne presented the Council with a draft copy of the 2007/2008 budget.  He stated that this budget includes a 4% wage increase, recognizes a cut in revenue sharing, and includes a 12.3% increase in health insurance.  He noted that the Senior Center operation and maintenance budget is in a deficit and he will need to discuss this with the Townships and County.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2007/2008 BUDGET FOR MAY 7, 2007 AT 7:05 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on budget adjustments, purchase of a van, audit, County Clerk can now perform marriages, Ogemaw County Nature Park, Veterans office, Second Chance Academy, Building & Zoning meeting, and credit card payments.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $212,046.72.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from West Branch Township to extend water to the township hall. Steve Steinhauser, West Branch Township Supervisor, was present.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ALLOW WEST BRANCH TOWNSHIP HALL TO TAP INTO THE CITY WATER SERVICE WITH A CLAUSE IN THE CONTRACT STATING THAT IF THIS PROPERTY IS SOLD IT WILL COME INTO THE CITY UNDER A 425 AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO WORK OUT THE DETAILS OF THE CONTRACT WITH THE TOWNSHIP.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE AND SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON SAID ORDINANCE FOR MAY 7, 2007 AT 7:03 P.M.:

ORDINANCE #07-02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “CHAPTER 152:  ZONING CODE.”

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION1:  The City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances hereby amends the boundaries of the map as established by §152.021 of the Zoning Code as follows:

That the zoning designation on the following described parcel be changed from RA-1 (Single Family Residential) to O-S (Office Service District):

Sup or Peoples Add Lot 4 & S 13 Ft of Lot 3 Block 7 (278 N. Burgess St.)

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE CABLE FRANCHISE AND AUTHORIZE MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN SAID FRANCHISE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids for the roof replacement at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The bids were as follows:

Doyle Roofing, Cheboygan




$15,538.00

Kawkawlin Roofing Co., Kawkawlin



$  9,173.00

Great Lakes Roofing & Insulation Systems, Grayling


$  8,500.00

Universal Roofing, Linwood




$  7,893.00

Hartman Roofing & Maintenance, Oscoda



$  7,898.00

Brandle Roofing & Sheet Metal Co., Midland


$  6,772.00

Manager Gascoigne noted that Doug Greer, Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor, has worked with this company before and they are well qualified.  He also noted that they have stood behind their work and have done minor repairs at no cost to the Plant.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO AWARD THE BID ON THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT ROOF REPLACEMENT TO UNIVERSAL ROOF IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,893.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas and Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 6:34 P.M.

___________________________________

_____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor



Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  May 7, 2007

