REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member William Ehinger

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM CLYDE SMITH TO SELL RAFFLE TICKETS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 23, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 3, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MARCH POLICE REPORT AND THE MARCH TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council recognized the invite from Operation:  Hometown Support to attend “A Candle Light Tribute” in honor of our active duty service men and women on Sunday, May 21, 2006 at 7 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Steve Leonard, West Branch Area Chamber of Commerce Director, was present to answer any questions on the Community Profile.  He stated that this publication is used to solicit professionals and new businesses to the area.  He further stated that he would be ordering a smaller quantity this time because it took too long to use up what we had and our community is changing very fast.  Mayor Thompson stated that since this is the West Branch Area Community Profile he feels only West Branch area businesses should be included in the profile.  Council Member Ervans suggested looking at purchasing an advertorial and reduce the size of the City’s ad.  Council Member Clark felt the Internet was a better way to advertise.  Mr. Leonard pointed out that this is something in your hand.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO PURCHASE A ½ PAGE VERTICAL ADVERTORIAL IN THE WEST BRANCH AREA COMMUNITY PROFILE.

Yes – Clark, Ervans

No – Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson
Absent – Ehinger

Motion failed

Council Member Lucas stated he feels the publication is used to get people to the City of West Branch; therefore, the City should purchase a full-page ad.  Council Member Lucas made a motion to purchase a full-page ad but no one supported the motion.  No other action was taken on this issue.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the agreement from Wilcox and Associates for arsenic remediation.  Manager Gascoigne noted that before Wilcox and Associates starts a study they will draft an agreement setting forth the steps of the study and a not to exceed cost of the study.

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH WILCOX AND ASSOCIATES TO PERFORM STUDIES PERTAINING TO ARSENIC REMOVAL FROM THE WATER SYTEM, AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT, WITH THE STIPULATION THAT EACH STUDY REQUIRES A SEPARATE AGREEMENT SETTING FORTH THE STEPS OF THE STUDY AND A NOT TO EXCEED COST FOR THE STUDY.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne distributed a draft copy of a skateboard ordinance.  He asked for Council input prior to the next regular Council meeting.  Darlene Jones, 218 W. Houghton Ave., was present and asked for a copy of the draft ordinance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2006/2007 BUDGET FOR MONDAY, MAY 1, 2006 AT 7:05 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes- Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $140,934.38.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ACCEPT THE $2,000 GRANT FROM KIRTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION FOR THE ANIMALS FOR THE ARTS PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN THE CONTRACT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors’ application from Hungry Howie’s to hang coupons on doors at least once a month.  Council Members voiced concern about littering and other pizza establishments doing the same type of solicitation.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO DENY THE REQUEST FROM HUNGRY HOWIE’S TO HANG COUPONS ON DOORS.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Howard reminded everyone to vote on May 2.

Mike Juarez expressed his appreciation to the Optimist Club for sponsoring the Easter Egg Hunt.

Discussion was held on the proposed EMS Authority.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 8:00 P.M.

_____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  May 1, 2006

