REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member Kim Ervans

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEEING HELD MARCH 19, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE ZBA MEETING HELD MARCH 15, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette asked about the status of the dumpster at 406 State St.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the mortgage company has received notice to remove the dumpster plus he has left messages on two different occasions to the mortgage company requesting that they have the dumpster removed.  Mayor Thompson stated that they have been given enough notice and asked that Manager Gascoigne cause the dumpster to be removed and bill the property owner for the expense.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated he has received calls from a couple people voicing their concern over the closure of the recycle center.  He stated that the people have offered to help raise money to keep it open.  Manager Gascoigne stated that he is talking with West Branch Township and Ogemaw Township to see if they will help pay for the recycle center cost since quite a few of their residents used the center.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne noted that there is a budget battle occurring in Lansing and it may have an adverse impact on our grants that have been awarded but now expended.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on Ordinance #07-01 – Interim Zoning Ordinance at 7:17 p.m.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the City is looking at rewriting the Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance and by adopting our current zoning ordinance as the interim zoning ordinance it allows us three years to complete the process.  No one else wished to be heard on the subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:22 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans



Motion carried

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #07-01 ENTITLED, “CITY OF WEST BRANCH INTERIM ZONING ORDINANCE”.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $115,522.59.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ervans



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:27 P.M.

_____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  April 16, 2007

