REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE LAST REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 20, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE EDC MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 20, 2006, HOSPITAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 27, 2006, MEDICAL ARTS CENTER MEETING HELD MARCH 1, 2006; PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 14, 2006, ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING HELD MARCH 16, 2006, AND THE FEBURARY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Debra Heisler was present on behalf of the Miss Victorian Scholarship Program.  She asked that the Council support this program again this year.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO SUPPORT THE MISS VICTORIAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $500.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Darlene Jones, 218 W. Houghton Ave., came before Council to discuss the problem she is having with skateboarders in the parking lot behind her business.  She asked about the status of the ordinance.  Manager Gascoigne stated that a draft ordinance was prepared.  Council asked that the ordinance be placed on the agenda for the April 17 meeting.  Manager Gascoigne noted that the City is working on a park to be located at the north end of N. First St.  He stated that the park would include a place for the skateboarders.  Council Member Lucas noted that as long as Little League games are not going on the skateboarders could use the parking area off of Mead Street.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated that the Medical Arts Board purchased some property in Prudenville to construct a medical facility.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark asked about the status of the burned out structure at 320 E. Houghton Ave.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the demolition permit was filed today.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported that West Branch Regional Medical Center would be operating on a balanced budget for the first time in six years.  This is right on track with the projections.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated that he received the MDOT contract for the sidewalk work on Houghton Ave. from N. Valley St. to a point approximately 445 feet easterly.  He further stated that the cost of the project is $72,300 with federal aid paying $43,400, MDOT paying $14,450 and the City paying $14,450.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE MDOT CONTRACT 05-5339 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE AND CLERK/TREASURER TENNANT TO SIGN SAID CONTRACT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne shared with Council the engineering costs for Wilcox to provide remedy scenarios for arsenic removal.  Discussion followed on whether this is a problem that Culligan or Rainsoft could resolve without spending so much money.  Manager Gascoigne stated he would check into that option to see what their remedy is and if it is feasible.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated he received quotes from two companies to rehab our cameras and sound system.  He stated that both companies stated the rehab cost would run between $2,000 and $3,000.  He stated that two companies quoted a new system and the cost would run from $12,000 to $17,000.  Council Members did not feel they could rehab the system and have no guarantees it would work and they felt a new system was too costly.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $44,127.38.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request to purchase a full-page advertisement in the Community Profile for $1,795.  Council questioned where these were distributed and how often this profile was updated.  Manager Gascoigne stated that Steve Leonard, Chamber Director, would by willing to attend a Council meeting to answer any questions.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:50 P.M.

______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  April 17, 2006

