REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY APRIL 4, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, and Russell Jackson

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Housing Director Stacy Alley, and City Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 21, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 8, 2005 AND THE ZBA MEETING HELD MARCH 17, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Jackson, Thompson

No – None


Absent – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Manager Gascoigne addressed the Council about Mayor Exchange Day.  He stated that the exchange would be with East Tawas this year.  He has been in contact with Ron Leslie the Manager of East Tawas and they are hoping for a date near the end of June first part of July.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $95,222.08.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS TO REMOVE THE SALE OF THE INDUSTRIAL PARK LOT #3 FROM THE TABLE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

There was some discussion on concerns with the property with the Church Representatives.  The City Council wanted to make sure all the requirements of the IDC were met and that the Church was aware of what was required.

Manager Gascoigne stated that he and the City Attorney met with the City Assessor regarding tax-exempt requirements for the property.

Manager Gascoigne said the assessor informed him and the City Attorney that tax exemptions are granted by use and not necessarily by organization.

Gascoigne also stated the Assessor could not guarantee that the proposed development would be taxable but that it was possible.

Manager Gascoigne wanted the West Branch Church of God to be aware that there is a possibility of the property being taxed.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DIRECT THE CITY ATTORNEY TO DRAFT A PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR THE SALE OF LOT 3 IN THE INDUSTRIAL PARK FOR $20,000.00 CONTINGENT UPON THE IDC APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING:

1. Architectural plan for the structure,

2. The business plan for the operation

3. Financial statement for the development project.

THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT WILL ALSO INCLUDE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

1. That no commission will be paid by the seller to any Real Estate Broker.

2. The City will opt not to enforce the covenant with respect to use consistent with “Office Service.”

3. The Church acknowledges the City cannot warrant that other property owners will or will not take any legal action with respect to the covenants.

4. The Church will acknowledge that title work will contain the exception with respect to the covenants.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Jackson, Thompson

No – Ervans



Absent – None

Motion carried





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Mayor Thompson opened a public hearing on Ordinance #05-01 Zoning amendment on South Valley Street at 7:22 p.m.

There was no public comment.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:24 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – None

Motion carried





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #05-01 ZONING AMENDMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – None

Motion carried





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK TO ADJOURN AT 7:26 P.M.

____________________________


______________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor



Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  April 18, 2005

