REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Members William Ehinger and Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Chris Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE OGEMAW HILLS BIKE WEEK TO BE DISPLAYED JULY 1, 2009 THROUGH JULY 20, 2009.

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 16, 2009.

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 18, 2009; DDA MEETINGS HELD FEBRUARY 24, 2009 AND MARCH 12, 2009; ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MARCH 24, 2009; WEST BRANCH AREA WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD MARCH 26, 2009; AND THE MARCH POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ACCEPT WITH REGRET TIM RETHERFORD’S LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION.

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ACCEPT WITH REGRET KENT DAVISON’S LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM THE DDA.

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM SEAN MCCONEGHY AND RICHARD NISSEN TO GO DOOR TO DOOR FOR 6 MONTHS FOR UNIVERSAL GAS & ELECTRIC.

Yes – Ervans, Novak and Thompson

No – Lucas and Showalter
Absent – Ehinger and Frechette
Motion did not pass

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Boy Scout Troop 971 was present to request permission to Scout for Food by dropping off bags on April 18 and picking the bags up on April 25.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW BOY SCOUT TROOP 971 TO SCOUT FOR FOOD ON APRIL 18 AND APRIL 25, 2009. 

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Tiffany, Wilcox Professional Services, was present to give an update on the water wells.  A time schedule was presented to Council and Manager Youatt touched on some financing options.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter noted that one of the gates at the tennis court is lying on the ground.

Council Member Lucas reported on the Planning Commission zoning ordinance project.  He asked about plans to patch the area by the traffic light on N. Third St.  Manager Youatt stated it is on the schedule and will be done as soon as the weather permits.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that starting in July Department Heads would be coming to the Council meeting quarterly to give a report.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $171,758.01.

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE EMPLOYEE ASSIGNMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on a new patrol vehicle as follows:

Dean Arbor Ford, West Branch
2009 Ford Explorer

$23,634.00







2009 Crown Vic

$22,737.00

Team Hodges, West Branch

2009 Tahoe 4wd.

$29,727.37







2009 Tahoe 2 wd

$26,648.07







2009 Impala


$22,070.65







2009 Charger


$22,178.00

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO AWARD THE BID ON THE POLICE VEHICLE TO TEAM HODGES FOR THE 2009 TAHOE 4WD IN THE AMOUNT OF $29,727.37.

Yes – Ervans, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – Lucas

Absent – Ehinger and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:34 P.M.

