REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY AUGUST 1, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Housing Director Stacy Alley, County Commissioner Beverly Scott and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Additions to the Agenda:  The Council received a letter from the Creative Arts Association officially requesting the use of Iron’s Park for the Victorian Art Fair on August 13th and 14th.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS TO ALLOW THE CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION THE USE OF IRON’S PARK FOR THEIR ANNUAL VICTORIAN ART FAIR ON AUGUST 13, 2005 AND AUGUST 14, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Richard Nelson representing the Ogemaw County Fair Board was present to ask for a variance for their new banner.  Their new banner does not meet our specifications.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO GRANT THE VARIANCE FOR THE OGEMAW COUNTY FAIR BANNER WITH THE STIPULATION THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS WILL ONLY PUT THE BANNER UP ONCE IF IT FALLS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Frechette




Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 11, 2005

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None





Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JUNE 14, 2005 AND TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT FOR JUNE 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Jeff Keister from STING was present to bring the City Council up to date on what is happening with STING and to make Council aware that there will be a precapita increase of 30¢ bringing the total to $1.40 per unit.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Mayor Thompson opened a public hearing on the vacation of Poplar Street at 7:10 p.m.  There was no public comment.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:11 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-15


WHEREAS, the West Branch Housing Commission on July 1, 2005 requested that the City Council take steps to formally vacate the following described property:  

All of Poplar Street in Supervisor or Peoples Addition to the Village (now City) of West Branch beginning at the south right-of-way line of Page Street and running south approximately 726 feet.

and

WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council, at their regular meeting of July

11, 2005 scheduled a public hearing for August 1, 2005 to consider the vacating of Poplar Street, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is empowered to vacate public street pursuant to the Subdivision Control Act of 1968, as amended and the West Branch City Charter at Section 7.5 (a), and


WHEREAS, having held a public hearing at their regular meeting of August 1, 2005 pursuant to the requirements of the City Charter[Section 7.5 (a)],


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council vacates Poplar Street as described above; that the title to the vacated portion of Poplar Street shall be vested in the title holders of lots abutting thereon; and that the City of West Branch reserves an easement in said area for public utility purposes and other public purposes in accordance with MCLA 560.256,257 as amended.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Dave Mehelich the Housing Commission Consultant made a presentation to the City Council on the new senior housing facility to be placed on Valley Street.  The building has now been officially named “Victorian Trails”




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * *

County Commissioner Beverly Scott  addressed the City Council on Progress at the County level. 




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO APPROVE THE JUNE 2005 FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,574.47.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO APPROVE THE  20% MATCH FOR THE MDOT ENHANCEMENT GRANT FOR A SIDEWALK ALONG HOUGHTON AVE

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE SETTLEMENT DOCUMENTATION FOR K – MART DELINQUENT TAXES DUE TO BANKRUPTCY  AT 65% SETTLEMENT ($19,044.44)

 Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-16


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch has started its new fiscal year 2005/2006, and


WHEREAS, the administrative fee in the Local Street Fund was inadvertently omitted,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council amends the 2005/2006 budget to include the administrative fee in the Local Street Fund:

FUND 203 – LOCAL STREET FUND


Budgeted
Amended

Carry Over





 144,405

 141,405

Expenditures:

482-000-782-700 Administrative Fee 


       0

     3,000

TOTAL






       0

     3,000

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS TO APPROVE  THE STREET REQUEST AND  ROUTE FOR THE 7TH ANNUAL DWAYNE RAU MEMORAL ROAD RACE ON AUGUST 13, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN SECTION 125 EMPLOYEE HEALTH PREMIUM AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Bids for the Department of Public Works uniforms were received as follows:


Arrow Uniforms, 500 S. Outer Drive Saginaw, MI   48601



Pants

 

$ 2.48 per week



Shirts Long Sleeve 

$ 2.62 per week



Shirts Short Sleeve

$ 2.62  per week



Jackets 



$ 2.08 one change per week

Floor Mats


$ 3.38 per week (Nov. – March)



Floor Mats


$ 5.78 every two weeks (April – Oct.)


Cintas Corporation, 421 Bayliss St. Midland, MI   48640



Pants



$ 3.00 per week



Shirts Long Sleeve

$ 2.50 per week



Shirts Short Sleeve

$ 2.50 per week



Jackets



$ 1.25 one change per week



Floor Mats


$ 2.95 per week (Nov. – March)



Floor Mats


$ 4.92 every two weeks (April – Oct.)

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM CINTAS CORPORATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS UNIFORMS AND MATS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Bids were receive for an addition to Maplewood Manor, 200 S. Valley Street as follows:



1.  Joe Rebh, West Branch


$54,780



2.  Sunset Enterprises, West Branch

$58,580



3.  De Shano Construction, Gladwin
$38,732



4.  Caliber, Roscommon


$52,754



5.  Mann Construction, Harrison

$62,855



6.  Schaaf Builders, East Tawas

$57,983

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM DESHANO CONSTRUCTION PENDING CHECKING OF REFERENCES FOR A NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $38,732.00

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK TO ADJOURN AT 7:51 P.M.

______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  August 15, 2005

