REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Members Paul Frechette and Anthony Novak

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 3, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD JULY 14, 2009, OGEMAW HILLS RECREATION DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD JULY 16, 2009, THE JUNE TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE JULY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RESCHEDULE THE FIRST MEETING IN SEPTEMBER TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson commended the Downtown Merchants for the great work they did on the Fabulous Friday events.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council member Showalter noted that the asphalt patch on S. Valley St. turned out nice.  He invited Council Members to the health access focus meeting on August 27.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that the bids on the Wastewater Treatment Plant project are due on August 20.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE JUNE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $259,226.78.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #09-24

WHEREAS, the West Branch Community Airport want to extend the runway safety area, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch and Ogemaw County are requesting funds under the Michigan Department of Transportation Block Grant Program, and


WHEREAS, the City’s and County’s share of this $212,500 project will be $5,313,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby approve Contract No. 2009-0660 (Federal Project No. B-26-0097-1306) and authorizes Mayor Todd Thompson to sign the contract.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE AND TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE WATER RATE INCREASE FOR SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 AT 7:15 P.M.:

ORDINANCE #09-03

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §52.35 – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  That the City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change §52.35 – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE to read as follows:

(B) The following water rates are hereby adopted:

(1) First 10,000 gallons or any part thereof (minimum charge) $27.90

(2) Over 10,000 gallons at $2.49 per 1,000 gallons

Section 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 4:  Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE RIGHT-OF-WAY TELECOMMUNICATIONS PERMIT WITH TWD COMMUNICATIONS AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID PERMIT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the Sidney St. sewer as follows:

1.  Dings Excavating, Inc., West Branch




$2,530.00

2.  Katterman Trucking, Inc., Hale, MI




$2,580.00

3.  E & D Excavating, West Branch, MI




$2,243.30

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO AWARD THE BID ON THE SIDNEY STREET SEWER WORK TO E & D EXCAVATING AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $2,243.30.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler thanked Council and the Manager for all their help and support for the Miss Victorian program.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:20 P.M.

