REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 2008

Mayor Pro-Tem Paul Frechette called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Paul Frechette, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Housing Director Stacy Alley, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Scott reported on the game refuge, mileage rate, Jim Hasty’s retirement from the Health Department, budget, and the construction of the jail.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Heisler reported that MERS made a mistake when Manager Youatt came on board.  She stated that MERS would do a “carve out” at no cost to the City.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO SET UP A NEW MERS DIVISION FOR MANAGER YOUATT AS FOLLOWS:  B4; F55/15; FAC3; E2; EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTION RATE 4.70% TO BE EFFECTIVE ON JUNE 1, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent - Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE JULY POLICE REPORT AND THE JULY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 4, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Shirley Buck, EMS Director, was present and gave a report on the operations of the EMS Authority.  She discussed ambulance coverage and response times.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO SET THE SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETINGS ON THE 8TH AND 22ND.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE JULY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $95,559.81.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE REVISED PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR MAPLEWOOD MANOR AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that he is recommending the Council approve the reduction in General Liability limits from $5,000,000 to $2,000,000.  Council Member Ervans was concerned about reducing this limit leaving the City vulnerable.  Attorney Juarez explained that Michigan is not a great state for granting personal injury claims.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO REDUCE THE CITY’S GENERAL LIABILITY LIMITS FROM $5,000,000 TO $2,000,000 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE MANAGER.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that a storm sewer had collapsed on S. Valley St.  He stated that the collapse was a threat to public safety, therefore, he received quotes from three companies, hired the lowest bidder, and had the storm sewer repaired.  He noted that he has been in contact with MDOT and expects MDOT to help with the cost of this repair.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM E & D EXCAVATING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $18,500 FOR THE REPAIR OF THE STORM SEWER ON S. VALLEY ST.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that the City’s financial advisor on the Wastewater Treatment Plant developed several methods in with Ogemaw Township, West Branch Township, and the City could choose to distribute the payment of the bonds.  He stated that after looking at the options he recommends that the Council approve the Volume Method of repayment.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE VOLUME METHOD OF REPAYMENT OF THE BONDS ON THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AS RECOMMENDED BY MANAGER YOUATT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on a wage increase for City employees.  Council Member Lucas voiced concern that we raised taxes and now it appears we have more money than we thought.  He stated he feels the money is due back to the taxpayer.  Manager Youatt stated the Council should look at their biggest asset, the employees, and treat them fairly.  He further stated that he would like to have the Michigan Municipal League come in and update the classification and compensation study they did several years ago.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE A WAGE INCREASE FOR ALL NON-UNION EMPLOYEES IN THE AMOUNT OF 3% EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Showalter

No – Ervans, Lucas

Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADJOURN AT 7:55 P.M.

_______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  September 8, 2008
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