REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Officer Kenneth Walters, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Jeff Marvin, owner of a vacant parcel on S. Burgess St., was present to request that Council reconsider his zoning change request.  Mr. Marvin stated he is still interested in putting an office building on this property.  He further stated that based on the Zoning Ordinance an O-S zoning is a natural progression from B-2 to RA-1.  He noted that this property currently abuts a B-2 zoning to the north.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ALLOW THE REZONING REQUEST FOR SUPERVISORS OR PEOPLES ADDITION LOTS 2 & 3, BLOCK 8 TO COME BACK FOR RECONSIDERATION.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – Lucas

Motion carried

Mr. Marvin stated he is proposing to build a 2,800 square foot structure on this lot for an orthodontist.  He noted that normally an orthodontist office is open until 5 p.m. for four days a week.  Council Member Ervans voiced concern over the need for an orthodontist since several have tried doing business here but did not remain. 

Mr. Marvin stated he had looked at a lot in the Industrial Park but his proposed building did not meet the minimum square foot requirement.  Mr. Marvin provided pictures of the area and noted that several properties to the west are used for Office Service businesses.

Gary Klacking was present and commented also on the natural zoning progression and noted that Mr. Marvin is trying to do something beneficial for the community.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007 AT 7:05 P.M. TO ACCEPT PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED ZONING AMENDEMENT AND TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #07-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “CHAPTER 152:  ZONING CODE.”

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  The City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances hereby amends the boundaries of the map as established by §152.021 of the Zoning Code as follows:

That the zoning designation on the following described parcel be changed from RA-1 (Single Family Residential) to O-S (Office Service):

Supervisors or Peoples Addition Lots 2 & 3, Block 8 (vacant lot on S. Burgess St. to the north of 122 S. Burgess St.)

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 6, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette asked if the union contract was signed.  Manager Gascoigne stated that he just received e-mail today from the union.  He noted that he would be sending this on to Officer Walter’s for review.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne informed the Council that he has received a request from a local business to establish a commercial rehab district.  He noted that if a district were established it would allow the owner to apply for property tax exempt status through the State of Michigan and us.  He stated that once he completes his research on this subject he would present it in depth to Council.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,120.47. 

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION AT 200 S. VALLEY ST.  AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM MSU EXTENSION – 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND TO APPROVE THEIR REQUEST TO PLACE LIGHT-POLE BANNERS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas

No – Ervans, Frechette, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT JANE TENNANT AS OFFICER DELEGATE TO THE ANNUAL MERS MEETING AND TO APPOINT WILLIAM GASCOIGNE AS OFFICER ALTERNATE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held concerning two name requests for the firefighters memorial.  Mayor Thompson stated that the current firefighters do not remember Dean Richardson.  It was the consensus of the Council that we obtain more information on Mr. Richardson.  Discussion was also held on amending the guidelines.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE NAME OF GARY SCOTT TO BE PLACED ON THE FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL AND TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DEAN RICHARDSON.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #07 – 06

RESOLUTION FOR MICHIGAN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

 ASSISTANCE COMPACT


WHEREAS, the State of Michigan Emergency Management Act, Act 390 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended M.C.L. 30.401 et.seq. authorizes the State and its political subdivisions to provide emergency aid and assistance in the event of a disaster or emergency; and


WHEREAS, the statutes also authorize the State to coordinate the provision of any equipment, services, or facilities owned or organized by the State or its political subdivisions for use in the affected area upon request of the duly constituted authority of the area; and


WHEREAS, this Resolution authorizes the request, provision, and receipt of interjurisdictional mutual assistance in accordance with the Emergency Management Act, Act 390 of the Public acts of 1976 as amended, among political subdivisions within the State;


NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of West Branch that in order to maximize the prompt, full and effective use of resources of all participating governments in the event of an emergency or disaster we hereby adopt the Michigan Emergency Management Assistance Compact which is on file in the Clerk’s Office and incorporated by reference.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:50 P.M.

__________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

__________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  September 10, 2007

