REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, AUGUST 21, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE LAST REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 7, 2006.  

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE ZBA MEETING HELD JULY 24, 2006, THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JULY 25, 2006 AND THE JULY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO CHANGE THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING TO TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2006 AT 12 NOON. 

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson recommended that Diane Gavitt be appointed to the Election Board to fill the unexpired term of Mary Cummings.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPOINT DIANE GAVITT TO THE ELECTION BOARD TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE JULY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $83, 652.16.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

Resolution 06-15

Resolution supporting Strike Team Investigative Narcotics Group

(STING)

WHEREAS, 
Strike Team Investigative Narcotics Group (STING) has been a crime-fighting asset to the residents of the City of West Branch for approximately ten years; and
WHEREAS, 
STING is important to the future prosperity, growth, and well-being of the residents of the City of West Branch; and

WHEREAS,
it is essential for STING to pursue federal grant monies to perform, maintain, and improve its operation; and

WHEREAS,
in order for STING to adequately perform, maintain, and improve its operations, it is necessary that the Justice Assistance Grant Program be fully funded at $900 million by the Federal Government for FY 2007

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of West Branch City Council hereby supports the 

continued operation of STING.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of West Branch City Council supports STING efforts to secure 

Federal grant monies to perform, maintain, and improve its operations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council supports full funding of the Justice 

Assessment Grant Program by the Federal Government at $900 million for FY 2007

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the proposed water and sewer tap fees.  Questions arose on when fire suppression systems are required.  Council asked for a copy of the code that addresses fire suppression systems.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO TABLE THE WATER AND SEWER TAP FEES.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson explained that MDOT will be able to provide funding to install Vortechs® Systems in the City which will collect pollutants before they enter the river.  He noted that the only cost to the City is to clean the systems at regular intervals.  He further noted that this process would take about half an hour per system.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE INSTALLATION OF VORTECHS® SYSTEMS IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH THROUGH MDOT FUNDING.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADJOURN AT 7:15 P.M.

