REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Members William Ehinger (excused) and Anthony Novak

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the bids on the asphalt patchwork at S. Valley St. and Hall St. as follows:

1.  Mid-Michigan Asphalt Paving, West Branch


$2.10/sq ft

2.  Hodgins Asphalt Paving Inc., West Branch


$3.48/sq ft

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO AWARD THE BID ON THE ASPHALT PATCHWORK AT S VALLEY ST AND HALL ST TO MID-MICHIGAN ASPHALT PAVING AT A COST OF $2.10/SQ FT.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Jacquelynn Williamson requesting that the Senior Center rental rate be reduced for an M.S. fundraising event September 5 – 7, 2009.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO REDUCE THE RENTAL FEE FOR THE M.S. FUNDRAISING EVENT SEPTEMBER 5 – 7, 2009 TO $65/DAY.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 20, 2009.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD APRIL 21, 2009; DDA MEETING HELD MAY 26, 2009; ZBA MEETINGS HELD JUNE 8, 2009 AND JULY 16, 2009; AND THE STREET AND ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JULY 28, 2009.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO EXCUSE COUNCIL MEMBER EHINGER FROM THE MEETING.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that the EMS meeting time has changed from 6:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt informed the Council that he would be implementing a 1.5% wage increase for all employees retroactive to July 1.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $109,148.76.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Ehinger and Novak

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that the Michigan Municipal League could update the City’s wage and benefit schedule for $150 per employee.  It was the consensus of the Council that we do not make this update at this time.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:14 P.M.

