REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member William Ehinger

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 21, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD JUNE 24, 2008 AND THE JUNE TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Peter Fabbri inviting community leaders to a meeting where he will share information he obtained at the Film Incentive Forum.  Manager Youatt stated he would be attending this meeting on August 7.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from Stanley Firkser expressing his dissatisfaction on the bond attorney selection for the wastewater treatment plant project. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from the Gold Wing Road Riders Association thanking Chief Williams for all his help in making their Michigan District Rally a success.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the notice that Dr. Landrey is resigning from the West Branch Regional Medical Center medical staff.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson presented Clerk/Treasurer Tennant with a plaque thanking her for her help as Interim City Manager.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson presented Glen’s Market and Wal-Mart with a plaque thanking them for their help after the June 8 storm.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE JUNE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $67,445.35.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that he has not had a chance to review the well project contract with the attorney; however, he would like Council to approve the minimum amount that we owe Layne Northern.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BILL FOR LAYNE NORTHERN ON THE TEST WELLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $58,340.65.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held concerning Council’s support of the EDC.  Mayor Thompson voiced concern about the financial condition of the City and the fact that the Council held back on pay raises this year.  He stated that the Council did not even help with the fireworks this year.  Discussion was held on reducing the financial support and getting quarterly reports.  Council Member Clark felt this would be a good time to request the new EDC Director to attend a Council meeting quarterly to give us an update.  Council Member Lucas questioned the financial condition of the EDC since they did not have a director for quite a while.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO SUPPORT THE EDC PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,000 WHICH IS HALF OF LAST YEARS SUPPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – Frechette

Absent – Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Deanna Novak invited the Council to the Miss Victorian Scholarship program on August 6.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:20 P.M.

_______________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_______________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  August 18, 2008
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