REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREE, MONDAY AUGUST 6, 2007.

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member William Ehinger

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO APPOINT PAUL FRECHETTE AS DELEGATE TO MML CONFERENCE .

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Marsha Young of the Victorian Art Fair committee was present.  Each year the committee try’s to make some small improvement to the park. This year they are going to paint the bathroom floors.  She also wanted the City Council to know that the train is coming back this year during the Victorian Art Fair.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE  REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 16, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD APRIL 17, 2007, AND THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JULY 10, 2007, AND THE JULY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS TO CHANGE THE MEETINGS IN SEPTEMBER  FROM THE 1ST AND 3RD MONDAYS TO THE 2ND AND 4TH MONDAYS AT 7:00 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Councilman Ervans asked about the picnic tables downtown.  He requested that they be taken back to the park.  Manager Gascoigne will make sure they get taken back to the park.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Councilman Clark asked about watering downtown and about replanting some of the trees we have lost in the park.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Manager Gascoigne reported that Charter Communications assures him that no Big Ten Network will be in this area this season.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $146,408.64.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent - Ehinger

Motion carried

* * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO ACCEPT THE CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING CONTRACT WITH ONE CHANGE, THAT THE ESTIMATED COST BE CHANGED TO A NOT TO EXCEED $5,200.00.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO ACCEPT THE ASSESSING CONTRACT FROM MVW AND ASSOCIATES, INC. AND OFFICIALLY HIRE THEM TO DO OUR ASSESSING.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO APPROVE THE SALE OF LOT 10 IN THE INDUSTRIAL PARK TO WSSA WEST BRANCH, LLC FOR THE AMOUNT OF $45,000.00.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO TABLE THE NAME REQUEST FOR THE FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL PENDING FOLLOW UP ON DEAN RICHARDSON.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Bids for the construction of Sidney Street were received as follows:



Schaaf


$174,239.00



Sterling


$170,300.00

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM STERLING IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $170,300.00 FOR THE SIDNEY STREET PROJECT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON. SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:43 P.M. UNDER SECTION MCLA 15.268 SECTION 8 ( C ) FOR STRATEGY AND NEGOTIATION SESSIONS CONNECTED WITH THE NEGOTIATION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGANING AGREEMENT WHEN EITHER NEGOTIATING PARTY REQUESTS A CLOSED HEARING.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 8:10 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO CONDITIONALLY APPROVE THE UNION CONTRACT PENDING THE FINAL DRAFT COMPLETION AND REVIEW OF THE CONTRACT BY THE CITY ATTORNEY WITH SIGNATURES AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Ehinger

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK ,TO ADJOURN AT 8:12 P.M.

__________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

___________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  August 20, 2007

