REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF THE CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY MARCH 17, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  Acting City Manager Jane Tennant, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez and County Commissioner Bev Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 3, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE FEBRUARY TREASURERS REPORT, THE FEBRUARY POLICE REPORT, THE MINUTES OF THE RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD JANUARY 8, 2008 AND THE HOSPITAL BOARD MEETING HELD JANUARY 28, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY JACKSON TO ACCEPT, WITH REGRET, THE RESIGNATION OF CATHY ZIMMERMAN FROM THE DDA BOARD.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Jim Tiffany from Wilcox Engineering was present to update the 


City Council on the progress with the well project.  

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON TO APPROVE THE TESTING AT THE LOWER LEVEL AT THE INDUSTRIAL PARK SITE AND TO FINISH THE TESTING AT THE PROPERTY INFRONT OF THE  BROOK  FOR AN INCREASE  NOT TO EXCEED $18,884.97.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Mayor Todd Thompson clarified for all present that the City is not in support


of the rate increases that will be made for the new water and sewer system.  


Council Member Lucas reported on the EDC meeting.  The EDC is still looking



for a  Director.


Commissioner Scott reported on the many projects going on at the County.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $282,033.89.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE STATE OF MICHIGAN DRIVER RECORD SERVICE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK TO APPROVE  $50,000.00 FROM THE ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT FUND TO COMPLETE THE DESIGN PHASE  OF THE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Council reviewed bids for two dump trucks for the Department of Public Works


Cost per truck bid were as follows:


1.  Diesel Truck Sales, Saginaw

B & B Equipment
$67,917.00








Truck & Trailer
$63,218.00








Scientific

$68,910.00








Knapheide

$69,171.00


2.  Freightliner, Grand Rapids


B & B Equipment
$71,191.00








Truck & Trailer
$70,692.00


3.  Graff, Saginaw






$73,216.00


4.  Team Hodges, West Branch




$72,393.38


5.  Wieland International, Muskegon 

Allied


$69,053.90








Truck & Trailer
$69,520.93








Scientific

$70,212.93








Knapheide

$70,473.93








Heights Machinery
$71,757.83

6.  D & K Truck, Lansing





$69,877.00

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER TO ACCEPT THE BID FOR TWO DUMP TRUCKS FROM DIESEL TRUCK SALES, WITH THE SCIENTIFIC BOX FOR A NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $137,820.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – Thompson


Absent – Frechette

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Acting City Manager Tennant announced that we have sold the Smiley Car  


on E Bay for $1,375.00.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO ADJOURN AT 8:15 P.M.

________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved April 7, 2008

