REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY MAY 19, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member Gregory Clark

Other Officers Present:  Acting City Manager Jane Tennant, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, City Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 5, 2008

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE APRIL TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE MINUTES OF THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 4, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Mayor Todd Thompson opened a public hearing on the proposed 2008/2009 


budget at 7:05 p.m.


Mayor Thompson spoke on the budget stating that the City cannot run in a 


deficit and though it is a difficult situation the City is looking at a .5 increase


in  millage.  With  this increase a home with a taxable value of $30,000.00 would

            pay  $15.00 per year more in taxes.


Council member Ervans agreed with the Mayor’s statement.


Council member Lucas raised the question on making cuts to balance the budget


and also cutting the previous police grant position.


Mayor Thompson stated that with this small increase in millage  there would 


be no call for layoffs at this time.


.

Rodney Greer, 1226 Gray Road, Waste Water Treatment 

Supervisor, stated that he felt the City had to do something now or it would

be in more trouble next year.  Also there is the Waste Water Treatment Plant

issue to think about.

Mayor Thompson stated that the Council had considered many things before 

this increase.  One item being an income tax in the City.  This  would be a

tax on everyone who works in the City.  A half percent for nonresidents and one

percent for residents  of the City.  Again they agreed that was not the way to go. 


They’re being no further public comment:.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2008/2009 BUDGET AT 7:20 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #08-11


WHEREAS, the City Charter of the City of West Branch states that “the Council shall, by resolution, adopt the budget for the next fiscal year and shall, in such resolution, appropriate the money required for such budget and provide for a levy of the amount necessary to be raised by taxes upon real and personal property for municipal purposes.”


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the budget for the City fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008 as recommended by the City Manager and as adopted by the City Council, as described in the summary as follows:







REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

GENERAL FUND



   1,602,938

        1,563,941

be and the same is hereby adopted, and the amount therein provided as recommended; appropriations are hereby appropriated according to the departmental total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in order to carry out the provisions of the above described budget, the current tax rate shall be applied to the completed assessment roll taxable valuation of sixty-five million eight hundred four-four thousand three hundred ninety-three dollars ($65,844,393) as required by Michigan Constitution.

TOTAL CITY TAX LEVY FOR GENERAL FUND PURPOSES

July 1, 2006 11.89 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value for General Operating, and tax levy of 2.9 per $1,000.00 for Refuse Collection

CITY TAX LEVY FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DEBT

July 1, 2006 1.48 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value

CITY TAX LEVY FOR SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

July 1, 2006 .39 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value

CITY TAX LEVY FOR THE DDA DISTRICT ONLY

July 1, 2006 1.542 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value levied on the property in the DDA District

and, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to adopt the following budgets:

INDEPENDENT REVENUE FUNDS

Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund





$  11,500

Major Street








$129,100

Local Street







            $  65,850

Economic Advancement Fund





$    1,500

Police Safety Fund





  
            $    2,900

Cemetery







            $  37,756

DDA Operating Fund






$  71,350

Industrial Park Fund






$  24,000

West Branch Housing Department 




$441,910

Housing Resource Fund






$336,400

Senior Center Operating






$  23,976

Progress Building Fund






$    2,300

Street Debt Fund






            $  98,450

Senior Center Debt Fund





            $  44,980

High Rise Debt Fund






$109,150

Collection Replacement Fund





$    3,000

Plant Replacement Fund






$309,000

Sewer Fund







            $471,000

Water Fund







            $171,500

Water Replacement Fund





            $  54,500

Sewer Collection







$  58,200

Replacement & Improvement





$  24,050

Motor Vehicle Fund






            $233,650

Irons Park Entertainment





            $    6,095

Fort Austin Fund






            $       350

Senior Activity Fund






            $         10

Animal for the Arts






            $           4

Recycling Center






            $    5,000

DDA Perpetual Care Fund





            $    9,000

and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is allowed to exceed any line item or department summation within any specific department or fund including both revenues and expenditures providing that the total end of the year expenditures for any fund does not exceed the original appropriation.  A council resolution is required to appropriate additional amounts to any expenditure fund total, however, no resolution is required to exceed any revenue fund total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amounts listed in the budget document for each line item department and fund under “Amended” are formal budget adjustments to the 2007-08 FY budget of the City of West Branch.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Thompson

No – Lucas


Absent – Clark

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Council received a request from the Ogemaw Hills Bike Week Committee


for a sponsorship this year.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS THAT THE CITY NOT PARTICIPATE IN A SPONSORSHIP FOR THE BIKE WEEK THIS YEAR.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

PROCLAMATION #08 – 1

WHEREAS, each year Optimist clubs from around the world take time to 


   
recognize youth in the community who contribute to a better



life for all, and

WHEREAS,
the West Branch Optimist Club has a proud tradition of selecting 



the best and brightest young people of the West Branch area



to receive this prestigious award, and

WHEREAS,  Thursday, May 29, 2008, the West Branch Optimist Club will bestow



a formal recognition of appreciation of the following listed youth:



Cassidy Eden



Elliot Meiser



Stephanie Janczewski

Riley Griffin



Briana Mairose


Karin O’Brien



Richard Oliver


Jodi Mayhew



Kaitlyn Page



Charles Gow



Sierra Eden



Ciara Cannoy



Veronica DeColumna

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that May 29, 2008 is Optimist



International Youth Appreciation Day in the City of West Branch



and that day shall be dedicated to these fine youth who represent



our community with pride and dignity, and

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED,  that the City is directed to install this



record in the permanent record of the City of West Branch, so that



future West Branch citizens may look back with pride at the names



of the finest youngsters of 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark

Motion carried



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Council member Lucas stated that perhaps the Council should look at the amount 


of money we give to the EDC and see if some of that money could be used


to help promote the downtown projects.  Council member Ervans stated that any

 savings we have by not giving to the EDC  should not be used as a tradeoff.  




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LUCAS TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN  THE MUNICIPAL LEGAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH JUAREZ & JUAREZ P.C. FOR ONE YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER TO APPROVE THE APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark

Motion carried

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON TO PAY THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $59,839.75.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACTING CITY MANAGER TO RENEGOTIATE THE CONTRACT WITH AT & T FOR THE ANTENNAE ON THE N. FIFTH STREET WATER TOWER.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark 

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS TO ADJOURN AT 7:40 P.M.

_______________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved June 2, 2008

