SPECIAL MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Youatt reported that a meeting is scheduled for the first of the year with bond counsel regarding the financing of the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held on potential sites for new water wells.  Jim Tiffany from Wilcox Engineering was present.  Council reviewed a purchase agreement on the Schick property.  Council Members questioned why we were pursuing this property when we had two sites with good results.  Mr. Tiffany reviewed the barriers we were facing with the other properties.  It was also noted that we would still need to negotiate a purchase price on the property owned by Chhwei Liang (property in front of The Brook).  Mayor Thompson and Council Member Lucas asked many questions regarding the Industrial Park site and the Liang site.  Mr. Tiffany reviewed the preliminary test result on the arsenic and hardness at the Industrial Park site and the Liang site.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT AND EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH BERTON J. SCHICK AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENTS WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT IF QUALITY WATER IS NOT FOUND AT THIS SITE THE CITY WILL NOT INVOKE THEIR OPTION TO PURCHASE THIS PROPERTY.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 8:09 P.M.

____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  January 5, 2009
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