REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Richard Hamilton, Retail Merchants representative, was present to request $300 from the City to help entice business to the downtown.  He stated that the “Shop and Win” promotion is running again this year and there are 9 billboards advertising this promotion.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO HELP FUND THE “SHOP AND WIN” PROMOTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $300.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 20, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark stated that the State of Michigan has come up with a Michigan Emergency Management Assistance Compact.  He stated that this puts in place a plan to follow if a disaster were to hit our state.  He noted that it draws assistance from all over the state to help with manpower or equipment in the devastated area.  He suggested that the City Attorney review the agreement and the resolution opting into this plan.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson thanked Richard Hamilton and his wife, Marilyn, for their many years of service as Fashions ‘N Things in downtown West Branch.

Mayor Thompson voiced his concerns about the rate increase notice from Charter Communications.  He stated that he would like a representative at a Council meeting to explain the large increase in the Internet service.  Council Member Frechette suggested contacting Comcast or another similar company to see if they would come to the area and be competition for Charter Communications.  Manager Gascoigne highlighted a bill that would allow cable companies to unilaterally break their franchise with the local governmental entity.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans asked what time Waste Management was allowed to start picking up garbage.  Craig Scott, Waste Management representative, was present and stated that the contract allows them to start picking up at 6:00 a.m.  Member Ervans voiced a complaint from a resident stating that this was too early.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark thanked Manager Gascoigne for all of his work before, during and after the Christmas parade.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Irv Schilke gave a power point presentation on 20 exercise stations to be installed along the River Walk.  He stated that the cost of the project (equipment and installation) would run about $10,000.  Mr. Schilke stated that Boy Scout Troop 971 would help with installation and maintenance as a service project.  He further stated that St. John Lutheran Church is willing to lead the promotion, help with fundraisers, and promote the use of the trail after installation.  Manager Gascoigne noted that there are grants available but the City would need to update their recreation plan to include this project before we could write for any grants.  He stated that typically the grants fund the project 50% and the community must come up with the other 50%.  Council Member Ervans asked if this would increase our liability.  Manager Gascoigne stated that we are fully covered and is no different than the basketball courts.  Council Member Frechette asked where the closest community was that offered exercise stations.  Mr. Schilke stated he visited one in Fruitport.  Others in the audience thought that Midland offered the exercise stations.  It was the consensus of the Council to have the Manager update the Recreation Plan and start the process for the exercise stations.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Trina Edwards, Stephenson – Gracik representative, was present to review the 2005/2006 audit.  She highlighted the General Fund fund balance, which is at about two months of operations.  She noted that three months of operation is the recommended level.  She also highlighted a change on wages due to the operation of the Library.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ACCEPT THE 2005/2006 AUDIT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $32,732.59.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thomson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne asked the Council to review the investment policy and stated that it will be brought back at a later date for adoption.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne asked for any public comment on the Hazardous Substance and Petroleum Assessment grant application.  He noted that City staff has not received any comments on this grant application.  No one present on the Council or in the audience wished to comment on the grant application.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 8:12 P.M.

_______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  December 18, 2006

