REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Edward Crawford

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 21, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE NOVEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO COLLECT THE SUMMER PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR THE WEST BRANCH – ROSE CITY AREA SCHOOLS IN 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger asked for an update on the name change at the Senior Center.  Manager Gascoigne stated that he is having a difficult time getting the DBA filed and will set up a meeting with the County Clerk to get this resolved.  He also stated that Housing Director Alley has received quotes for three new signs in the amount of $1,000 and he has asked her to get quotes to just paint over the existing signs.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Jackson commented on Senate Bill 850, which would prohibit the drilling of a potable well within a quarter mile of a trout stream.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne presented Council with a draft copy of a Skateboard Ordinance and a map showing the area in the “business district” where skateboarding would be prohibited.  He asked Council to review both of these documents and make changes and/or suggestions and he will incorporate those in the final draft.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported that he received some good news from DEQ regarding grant funding for sewer studies and engineering services.  He stated that Governor Granholm signed a bill that sets aside grant funding for engineering studies pertaining to sewer systems.  He further stated that it comes at a very good time for the City of West Branch, Ogemaw Township, and West Branch Township since we are looking at some very extensive studies in order to make improvements at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  He noted that a 10% match is required for this grant funding.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $201,851.02.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Steve Leonard, West Branch Area Chamber of Commerce Director, was present to discuss the Chamber dues.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the City’s Chamber dues are $389 but there is other Chamber expenses the City incurs when they pay employees to help with Chamber events.  In particular he noted the fee the City pays to the DPW to put lights on the Christmas tree by the Chamber and the rental of the vehicle used to accomplish this task.  Mr. Leonard stated that the tree lighting is for the City not for the Chamber and he noted that there are other Chamber members that give of their time.  Mr. Leonard noted that the City does not pay anymore Chamber dues than any other municipality.  Discussion ensued on how the Chamber and the Business and Travelers Bureau functions worked.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE CHAMBER DUES IN THE AMOUNT OF $389.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:43 P.M.

__________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

___________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  December 19, 2005

