REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 2, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE JANUARY TREASURER’S REPORT, THE JANUARY POLICE REPORT, THE 2008 ANNUAL POLICE REPORT, MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETINGS HELD SEPTEMBER 23, 2008 AND OCTOBER 28, 2008; AND MINUTES OF THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 10, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO SCHEDULE THE MARCH 9 BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING TO BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the 2009-2014 Recreation Plan at 7:05 p.m.  Marcia Young, Victorian Art Fair Committee Chairman, stated she was glad to see an outdoor mini theatre in the plan but she stated that she is not fond of the location.  She stated that the Victorian Art Fair Committee would like to have input on the location and asked that Council keep in mind the age of the people in attendance (would they be able to navigate the hill?) and the surrounding homes (would they like the sound bouncing off of their houses?).  Manager Youatt explained that if money became available for the outdoor mini theatre there would be additional communication with the community. No one else wished to comment on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:11 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #09-09


WHEREAS, the Recreation Board and the Planning Commission in a joint session reviewed the proposed Five Year Recreation Plan (2009-2014), and


WHEREAS, it was the consensus of the Recreation Board and the Planning Commission to recommend that Council adopt the Five Year Recreation Plan, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council published a notice of public hearing on the Five Year Recreation Plan, and


WHEREAS, the Five Year Recreation Plan was available for inspection for 30 days, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that having received public comment on the Five Year Recreation Plan the West Branch City Council hereby adopts the Five Year Recreation Plan (2009-2014).

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Steve Leonard, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, was present to request approval for their 2009 events.  He also asked that the City provide the necessary services needed to facilitate the events.  A discussion followed on the beverage tent.  Mr. Leonard stated that on Friday night it would be the location of the Ogemaw Heights All Class Reunion.  He asked that the City grant him permission to close off S. Fifth St. for this event.  Manager Youatt stated he would need to check with our liability insurance carrier before this could be approved.  Ken Earle, Logger’s Depot owner, was present to ask that the beverage tent be closed early (11:00 p.m.) or that it stay open until 2:00 p.m.  He stated that when it closes at 1:00 p.m. he ends up with some very intoxicated customers which is a problem.  A lengthy discussion followed on the beverage tent.  

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING EVENTS AND AUTHORIZING SIDEWALK SALES DURING THESE EVENTS AND THE NECESSARY SERVICES TO FACILITATE THE EVENTS AS DETERMINED BY THE CITY MANAGER:

APRIL 18 – ART WALK & WINE TASTING

MAY 15-17 – SHRINERS SPRING CEREMONY & PARADE

MAY 22-SEPTEMBER 4 – FABULOUS FRIDAYS

MAY 30 – WEST BRANCH CLASSIC ROAD RACE

JULY 1-4 - VOYAGEUR ENCAMPMENT IN IRONS PARK

JULY 2-3 – BEVERAGE TENT (THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE CLOSURE OF S. FIFTH ST. OR THE TIME OF OPERATION)

JULY 17 – SHOW OFF YOUR IRON

JULY 18 – BIKE PARADE

JULY 31 – GOLD WINGS BIKE PARADE

OCTOBER 3 – DOWNTOWN STREET FAIR

DECEMBER 5 – ART WALK & WINE TASTING

DECEMBER 12 – CHRISTMAS PARADE

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Ken Earle, Logger’s Depot owner, suggested that the Council look at designating a spot for snowmobiles to park when they come into the City.  Mayor Thompson stated the City should look at this as well as an ice skating rink for next year.  Council Member Lucas stated he would like to see this expanded to accommodate 4-wheelers.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt presented Council with a draft 10-year infrastructure replacement plan proposal.  He would like to put this out for bid and asked Council to review the draft proposal and provide feedback.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE JANUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $53,887.42.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLTUION #09-07


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the transferring of 25% of the Act 51 money from Major Street to Local Street.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #09-08


WHEREAS, after staff review of the January financial statement it is determined that several items are or will be over budget, and


WHEREAS, the actual audit amount came in higher than anticipated at the time of budgeting; and


WHEREAS, now that Maplewood Manor is sold the employees must run through the General Fund, however, General Fund will be reimbursed by the West Branch Housing Corporation; and


WHEREAS, winter maintenance in the Major Street Fund is expected to exceed its budgeted amount due to the hard winter; and


WHEREAS, an adjustment needs to be made to the projected expenditures in the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund because the principal cannot be used to fund the Cemetery Fund; and


WHEREAS, money will be needed to fund the Cemetery Fund which will come from the Economic Advancement Fund; and


WHEREAS, additional property tax adjustments were made due to Board of Review action in the Street Debt Fund and the Senior Citizen Debt Fund; and


WHEREAS, it is determined that the carry over will be needed to fund these overages in most cases; 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby adopt the following budget amendments:

GENERAL FUND







BUDGET

AMENDED

Carry Over




381,869

413,094

REVENUE

101-000.000-678.401 WB Housing Corp
             0

$120,000


Total Revenue



1,602,938

1,722,938

EXPENDITURES:

101-253.000-803.700 Audit


   17,500 

    23,650 


Total City Clerk/Treasurer’s Office
   79,082

    83,986

101-274.000-703.700
Salaries & Wages
            0

    73,500

101-274.000-704.700 Wages – Part Time
            0

      2,000

101-274.000-713.700 Emp. Health Option
            0

      3,150

101-274.000-713.701 Prescription Co Pay
            0

         250

101-274.000-714.700 Mandatory Medicare
            0

      1,200

101-274.000-715.700 Social Security


0

      5,000

101-274.000-716.700 BC/BS Health Ins

0

      3,500

101-274.000-717.700 Life Insurance Premium
0
                     325

101-274.000-718.700 MERS Retirement

0
                15,300

101-274.000-718.701 Employer Deferred Comp
0
                  2,550

101-274.000-719.700 Long Term Disability

0

      1,350

101-274.000-720.700 Workers Comp Premium
0

      4,500

101-274.000-727.700 Operating Supplies

0                               500

101-274.000-853.700 Telephone/Radio Comm
0

         900

101-274.000-941.700 Equipment Rental

0
                  5,375


Total Housing Dept.



0

  120,000

Total General Fund



1,566,336

1,691,713

MAJOR STREET FUND

Carry Over




   230,901

   220,901

EXPENDITURES

202-478.000-710.700 Overtime

      2,060

       5,760

202-478.000-727.700 Operating supplies
      9,000

     15,300


Total Winter Maintenance

    33,087

     43,087

Total Major Street Fund


  140,780

   150,780

CEMETERY PERPETUAL CARE FUND

Carry Over




   194,217

   206,517

EXPENDITURES

150-965.209-999.700 Trans to Cemetery
    20,841

       8,000


Total Expenditures


    20,841
                   8,000

ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT FUND

Carry Over




  408,102

   377,881

EXPENDITURES

204-965.209-999.700 Trans to Cemetery
             0
                 20,000


Total Expenditures


    11,721

     31,721

CEMETERY FUND

Carry Over




    3,066

         10,225



REVENUE

209-000.000-610.400 Trans from Ec. Adv.               0

          20,000


209-000.000-696.400
Trans from Cem PPC
   20,841

            8,000


Total Revenue



   37,956

          45,115  

STREET DEBT FUND

Carry Over




   49,129

          48,504

EXPENDITURES

315-000.000-810.700 Prop Tax Adj

    1,281

            1,565


Total Expenditures


  98,791

          99,075

SENIOR CENTER DEBT FUND

Carry Over




   65,958

          73,350

EXPENDITURES

316-000.000-810.700 Prop Tax Adj

        172

               358


Total Expenditures


   37,402

          37,588

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that Police Chief Williams is looking into two surplus generators (one for the Police Department and one for City Hall).  He also reported that DPW Superintendent Dack is getting a cost estimate on hooking a generator up to these two buildings.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the OPEB Valuation bids as follows:

1.  Milliman, Brookfield, WI





$3,500

2.  Rodwan Consulting Co., Royal Oak, MI



$5,000

3.  RSM McGladrey Retirement Resources, Chicago, IL

$6,000

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO AWARD THE OPEB VALUATION BID TO MILLIMAN AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $3,500.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt explained that the DPW has had a lot of problems with the snow blower this year and it is very difficult to get parts because of the age of the machine.  He requested that Council allow him to accept bids according to the specifications provided by DPW Superintendent Dack.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO ACCEPT BIDS FOR A SELF-CONTAINED TWO-STAGE TRUCK LOADING SNOW BLOWER.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated that a resident brought to his attention the wording on the sign at the east end of W. Ripley St.  He stated that the sign says “Do Not Enter” but yet City vehicles are entering.  Mayor Thompson suggested that the sign be changed to “Authorized Vehicles Only”.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO CHANGE THE SIGN AT THE EAST END OF W. RIPLEY ST. AND THE SIGN AT THE SOUTH END OF THE DPW GARAGE TO “AUTHORIZED VEHICLES ONLY”.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADJOURN AT 8:00 P.M.

