REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2009

Mayor Pro-Tem Paul Frechette called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Paul Frechette, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, City Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Youatt introduced Amanda Greenwood to the Council.  He stated she was hired in the office to work on the Website and to help with Channel 26, the public cable access channel.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the change in the Articles of Incorporation for the West Branch Area Wastewater Treatment Plant Authority.  Manager Youatt noted that this would include that portion of the collection system that will be repaired/replaced and financed through the Authority.  He also noted that once the debt is paid the collection system ownership would revert back to its original owners.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #09-06


WHEREAS, the City Council on behalf of the City, together with the Township Board of the Township of Ogemaw and the Township of West Branch, each located in the County of Ogemaw, State of Michigan, have deemed it reasonable and necessary to amend the articles of incorporation of the West Branch Area Wastewater Treatment Plant Authority (the “Authority”), created pursuant to Act 233, Public Acts of Michigan, 1955, as amended; and


WHEREAS, the Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation, providing for an amendment to Article XIII has been prepared and has been carefully reviewed by this City Council; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City Council to adopt the Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation and to provide for other matters relative to the Authority.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation of the Authority attached hereto as Exhibit A, be and the same are hereby approved and adopted.

2. The Mayor and the City Clerk be and the same are hereby directed to endorse the fact of such adoption to the Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation in the form and manner provided therein.

3. That all resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this resolution be and the same hereby are rescinded.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 19, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD DECEMBER 8, 2008; OGEMAW FIRE BOARD MEETING HELD DECEMBER 16, 2008; AND THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION MEETING HELD DECEMBER 17, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter thought it was good to have Channel 26 on our Website but asked if it could be made more user friendly.  

Council Member Lucas reported on the first West Branch Area Wastewater Treatment Plant Authority meeting.  He stated that the EMS is looking at staying in the City from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. starting in May.  

Council Member Ehinger noted that some of the notices on Channel 26 are difficult to read.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt stated that the Planning Commission would like direction from Council regarding the Victorian Theme.  He stated that the Planning Commission is working on the Zoning Ordinance and the current ordinance does not require businesses to incorporate the Victorian Theme.  He further stated that once Council gives them direction they would hold a joint meeting with the DDA to get their input.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO SUPPORT THE INCORPORATION OF THE VICTORIAN THEME INTO THE ZONING ORDINANCE AND TO ENCOURAGE THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND DDA TO PROVIDE GUIDELINES FOR THE VICTORIAN THEME.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt informed Council that the Legislative Conference is coming up, he reported on his request to the MML to hold their annual retreat in West Branch, and he noted that the Recreation Plan was distributed to the Council with a public hearing scheduled for February 16.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the County’s annual organizational meeting, jail work schedule, court collections, the report on County fees, health department, and deed for the game refuge property, union contract negotiations, and the budget.  Council Member Frechette asked about funding for the Master Gardener program.  Commissioner Scott stated that it is not in the budget.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $88,777.03.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #09-04


WHEREAS, after staff review of the December financial statement it is determined that several items are over budget, and


WHEREAS, it is determined that the carry over will be needed to fund these overages;


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby adopt the following budget amendments:







BUDGET

AMENDED

CARRY OVER



381,869

379,475

EXPENDITURES:

101-441.000-853.700



    1,124

   2.495

Total Public Works Department

184,073

185,444

101-721.000-703.700



    1,575

    2,525

101-721.000-714.700



         23

         37

101-721.000-715.700



         98

       157 

Total Planning and Zoning


  15,484

  16,507

Total General Fund



1,563,942

1,566,336

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 09-05


WHEREAS, in reviewing the audit it was found that principal money in the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund (Fund 150) was used to help fund the Cemetery Fund (209) during fiscal year 2007/2008, and


WHEREAS, once a perpetual care fund is set up like this the principal cannot be used, and


WHEREAS, it is understood that the interest can only be transferred to the Cemetery Fund to fund the operation and maintenance, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council will pay back the principal used in the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund;


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby adopts the following budget amendments to return the principal to the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund:








Budget

Amended

CARRY OVER




194,217

203,017

FUND 150

Revenue

150-00.00-610.400 Transfer from Economic

Advancement Fund

     0


    8,800

Total Revenue




  11,500

  20,300

CARRY OVER




408,102

399,302

Expenditures

204-000.000-969.701 Transfer to Cemetery




Perpetual Care Fund
      0


    8,800

Total Expenditures




       0


   11,721

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the uniform bids as follows:

Cintas






$12.00 Pants








$10.00 Long Sleeve Shirts








$10.00 Short Sleeve Shirts








$7.04 Jackets


Floor Mats - $3.50 per week winter & $4.50 every 2 weeks summer

Arrow Uniforms




$12.80 Pants








$12.80 Long Sleeve Shirts








$12.80 Short Sleeve Shirts








$10.80 Jackets


Floor Mats - $3.00 per week winter & $4.00 every 2 weeks summer

Domestic Uniforms




$16.96 Pants








$16.00 Long Sleeve Shirts








$16.00 Short Sleeve Shirts








$12.00 Jackets


Floor Mats - $4.05 per week winter & $5.30 every 2 weeks summer

Thompson’s Linen Service



$22.00 Pants








$18,00 Long Sleeve Shirts








$18.00 Short Sleeve Shirts








$12.00 Jackets


Floor Mats - $3.75 per week winter & $4.50 every 2 weeks summer

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AWARD THE UNIFORM BID TO CINTAS. 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – None


Absent – Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

June Longstreet, Planning Member, commented on the Recreation Plan and concern she has heard about the location of the band shell.  She was encouraged to attend the public hearing on February 16.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJOURN AT 7: 34 P.M.

