REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2002

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 6, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE JANUARY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Steve Leonard, West Branch Area Chamber of Commerce Director, was present to request Council approval of the following 2006 events:

June 30 – July 5
Voyageur Encampment in Iron’s Park, food vendors, retail vendors, mock battles (will entail firearms and cannons, black powder only)

July 1 – July 4
Heritage Days – Chamber wishes to use 25 tables from Iron’s Park for the beverage tent

July 14
Show Off Your Iron – close Houghton Ave. from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.


Band and display of sled used for sled pull – close S. Third St.

July 15
Parade of Bikes – 1:00 p.m. – Houghton Ave.

August 
Farmers Market every Saturday

September
Farmers Market every Saturday

September 10
Sunrise Side Bike Tour – use of Iron’s Park for the finale

December 2
Christmas Parade – Houghton Ave.


Permission to hold sidewalk sales during these events.

Council Member Ervans voiced his concern about the beverage tent and asked if there was something that could replace this event that would be more family oriented.  Mayor Thompson stated that many people look forward to the tradition of the beverage tent.  Mr. Leonard noted that the Chamber makes several thousand dollars on this and they do not allow anyone to get out of hand.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE EVENTS AS REQUESTED BY THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE OGEMAW HEIGHTS NJROTC PARENT CLUB TO HOLD THEIR 2ND ANNUAL SPRING FUN RUN/WALK ON APRIL 1, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the Recreation Plan at 7:21 p.m.  Manager Gascoigne stated that in order to apply for grant money through the State the City must have a plan on file and then we can only apply for those items that are listed in our grant.  He noted that the request is to update our recreation plan to include renovations of a softball field on N. First St., construction of bathrooms on N. First St., and construction of a skate park/ice skating rink also on N. First St.  Denise Lawrence, 345 N. Fifth St., was present and asked what type of financial impact this would have on the taxpayer.  Mr. Gascoigne stated that most grants require a 25% match.  Ms. Lawrence asked if there was a big demand for a skate park.  Council Member Ervans stated that the City is trying to take a proactive approach because the Council is receiving complaints from the business owners in the downtown that the parking lots are being used for skateboard purposes.    Ms. Lawrence also voiced her concern about the cost for upkeep and exposure to liability.   No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:36 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-03

RECREATION PLAN AMENDMENT

RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch has undertaken a City Recreation Plan Amendment which describes changes to the City Recreation Plan originally adopted in 2004, and


WHEREAS, a draft plan was available for public review and comment beginning February 6, 2006 at City Hall, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council and City Recreation Committee held a public hearing on Monday, February 20, 2006 to receive public comment, and


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council and the City Recreation Committee approve the amendment to the 2004 – 2008 City Recreation Plan.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette commended the Ogemaw Rural Fire Department for their efforts in extinguishing the fire at Ogemaw Lanes.  He stated as a representative of the City of West Branch he appreciates what the firefighters do.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated that the interviews were complete for engineering services to help the City with an arsenic removal plan.  He further stated that the recommendation is to hire Wilcox Professional Services, LLC.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO HIRE THE ENGINEERING FIRM OF WILCOX PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, LLC AS RECOMMENDED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the EMS, the adult entertainment lawsuit, updates from Lt. Keister, new patrol car, Building and Zoning, optical scan voting equipment, homeless prevention grant, inmate population, and Second Chance Academy.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SEOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE JANUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $75,495.49.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 P.M.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________

____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor




Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  March 6, 2006
