REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2007

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member Gregory Clark

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 22, 2007.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 24, 2006, DDA MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 21, 2006, OGEMAW FIRE BOARD MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 28, 2006, ZBA MEETING HELD JANUARY 25, 2006 AND THE JANUARY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the letter from the Ogemaw County Farm Bureau asking that consideration be given to installing a traffic light at the intersection of M-30 and BL I-75.  Council asked Manager Gascoigne to pass this request on to our MDOT representative.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated that he met with DPW Superintendent Dack today to discuss the cold and how it is affecting our water lines.  Superintendent Dack issued a water emergency asking that everyone run a small stream of water through one faucet in their home to help prevent the water mains from freezing.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $135,960.65.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request for a rate increase from Earth Tech.  Council noted that they have not had an increase since 2000.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE RATE INCREASE FOR EARTH TECH FROM $2,320 PER MONTH TO $2,450 PER MONTH.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne informed the Council that he hired Mike VanWormer as assessor on a temporary basis to get us through the March Board of Review. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE 2007 OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER REQUEST FROM THE PIONEER POWER ANTIQUE TRACTOR & OLD ENGINE CLUB TO HANG A BANNER ACROSS HOUGHTON AVENUE FROM JULY 8, 2007 THROUGH JULY 22, 2007.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLTUION #07-01


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the transferring of 25% of the Act 51 money from Major Street to Local Street.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger asked if anything could be done about the stumps in the yard at 135 S. Second St.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the stumps are not on street right-of-way and none of our Ordinances address this condition.

Discussion was held regarding lawn ornaments and the amount in the yard at 217 E. Houghton Ave.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:20 P.M.

_____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  February 19, 2007

