REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the request from Brother Michael Whitman to hold a canned goods drive on February 14, 2009.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM BROTHER MICHAEL WHITMAN TO HOLD A CANNED GOODS DRIVE ON FEBRUARY 14, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 5, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW HILLS RECREATION MEETING HELD DECEMBER 18, 2008; THE DECEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT; AND THE DECEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE OGEMAW COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY TO PLACE A BANNER ACROSS HOUGHTON AVE. FROM AUGUST 31, 2009 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 14, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Marcia Young, West Branch Creative Arts Association representative, was present to request the placement of a banner and the use of Iron’s Park for the Victorian Art Fair to be held on August 8 and 9, 2009.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ALLOW THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION THE USE OF IRON’S PARK ON AUGUST 8 AND 9, 2009 FOR THE VICTORIAN ART FAIR WITH SET UP BEGINNING ON AUGUST 3 AND TO ALLOW THE PLACEMENT OF A BANNER ACROSS HOUGHTON AVE. FROM JULY 27, 2009 THROUGH AUGUST 10, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE WEST BRANCH ERNIE THOMPSON EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT CHAPTER 1253 BANNER REQUEST FOR JUNE 8, 2009 THROUGH JUNE 20, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE WEST BRANCH OPTIMIST CLUB BANNER REQUEST FOR MARCH 13, 2009 THROUGH MARCH 27, 2009 WEATHER PERMITTING.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans thanked Manager Youatt for taking care of his sidewalk snow removal concern.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $92,087.79.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the amendment to the personnel policy pertaining to regularly scheduled, year-round part time employee benefits.  Manager Youatt explained he would better define regularly scheduled by adding, “scheduled every week”.  He stated that other than that the amendment will read as presented.  Council Member Frechette disclosed the fact that his wife would be one of the recipients if this policy were approved.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO APPROVE THE PERSONNEL POLICY AMENDMENT – SECTION 8.11 REGULARLY SCHEDULED, YEAR-ROUND PART TIME EMPLOYEE BENEFITS WITH THE RECOMMENDED ADDITION AFTER REGULARLY SCHEDULED TO INCLUDE “SCHEDULED EVERY WEEK”.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE RECREATION PLAN FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2009 AT 7:05 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #09-03


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch provides in the personnel policy and the union contract for Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB), and


WHEREAS, according to the Governmental Accounting Standards Board’s (GASB) Statement No. 45 the City of West Branch is required to recognize the cost of OPEB sooner rather than later, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch recognizes the need to establish a fund to plan for the cost of OPEB, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch recognizes the need to hire a consultant to perform an actuarial for OPEB,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby establishes Fund 736 Other Post Employment Benefits, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council will hire a consultant to perform an actuarial for OPEB once bids have been received and reviewed.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO TABLE THE UNIFORM BIDS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Fred Hinkley, Ogemaw County Extension Director, was present to ask Council’s support in retaining the MSUE Consumer Horticulture/Master Gardener program.  He reported that the County cut this position out of their budget and plan to support it again in 2 or 3 years.  Mr. Hinkley stated that if the Cities and Townships can help support this program for this 2 or 3 years there would be no interruption in this service.  Mayor Thompson stated he felt this is a very important program and felt the City should help to support the position.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO SUPPORT THE MSUE CONSUMER HORTICULTURE/MASTER GARDENER POSITION AT A COST OF $1,000 FOR THIS YEAR.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:36 P.M.

