REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Christine Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 8, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE DECEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE 2006 ANNUAL POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2006 STING REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Marcia Young was present to request use of Iron’s Park for the Victorian Art Fair on August 11 and 12, 2007.  She also presented a banner request.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ALLOW THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION TO USE IRON’S PARK FOR THE ANNUAL VICTORIAN ART FAIR ON AUGUST 11 AND 12, 2007 AND TO APPROVE THE BANNER REQUEST TO PLACE A BANNER ACROSS HOUGHTON AVENUE FROM AUGUST 6, 2007 THROUGH AUGUST 12, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT CITY MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO THE DDA TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2009.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the City Manager’s contract.  Manager Gascoigne explained that he is looking for the same vacation package that is offered to other employees with three years of service and he is requesting his pay be increased to $61,000 per year.  Mayor Thompson noted that Manager Gascoigne has not received a raise in three years and would have preferred that a wage increase had been given the Manager every year.  He prefers to give out a 3% or 4% raise every year as opposed to the 13% that is now being requested.  Council acknowledged the letter in support of the Manager’s pay increase from City property owner Herb Meloche.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO AMEND THE MANAGER’S CONTRACT FOR THE VACATION PACKAGE OF A THREE YEAR EMPLOYEE AND TO INCREASE HIS WAGES, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2007, TO $61,000 PER YEAR.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – Frechette, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas thanked Police Chief Williams for his help in notifying the Department of Public Works during a recent water line break.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne thanked Police Chief Williams for his annual report.  He also reported on the sewer cleaning and televising project.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Attorney Juarez noted that the downtown merchants are very pleased with the efforts of the Police Department in handling bad checks.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the County’s organizational meeting, credit card service for customers, the new roof on the transit building, Second Chance Academy, the jail project, completion of the 911 center, a new roof for the county building, the health department, and the retirement of the County Treasurer.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $72,846.27.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE OGEMAW COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY TO DISPLAY A BANNER FROM AUGUST 28, 2007 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 11, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger questioned whether the City still owned the Ripley Street right-of-way between S. First St. and S. Fourth St.  It is the understanding of staff that the City stills owns this and should advise the realtor trying to sell the property that abuts this right-of-way.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:30 P.M.

_____________________________________

____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor




Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  February 5, 2007
