REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Chris Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 9, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD DECEMBER 13, 2005 AND THE DECEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated that 9 engineers have submitted proposals.  He asked that those Council Members who are reviewing the qualifications have their tally sheets in by January 30.  He stated that once these sheets are in he would set up interviews with the top scoring firms.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE DECEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,585.82.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the Airport Manager’s contract.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the Airport Manager, Lane Taber, would receive a 4% increase on January 1, 2007 and again on January 1, 2008.  He noted that the Airport Board has approved this contract.  Discussion was held on the increase in wages and it was noted that Mr. Taber is a contract employee and receives no benefits.

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE AIRPORT MANAGER’S CONTRACT AS RECOMMENDED BY THE AIRPORT BOARD.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO SET THE MARCH 13 BOARD OF REVIEW TO BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO HOLD THE MARCH 27 & 28 BOARD OF REVIEW IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER REQUEST FOR THE WEST BRANCH AIRPORT FLY IN FROM JUNE 3 2006 THROUGH JUNE 17, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BANNER REQUEST FROM THE RODS & RELICS CAR CLUB FROM JULY 31, 2006 THROUGH AUGUST 7, 2006

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne requested that the Council allow him to apply for a grant to conduct a market study.  He stated that MEDC is willing to split the cost of this study 50/50, the Ogemaw County EDC is willing to put in $10,000, Ogemaw Township will put in $1,500, West Branch Township will put in $1,500, and the City of West Branch would put in $1,500.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO APPLY FOR A GRANT THROUGH THE MEDC FOR A MARKET STUDY.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON A NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION GRANT FOR FEBRUARY 6, 2006 AT 7:00 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:15 P.M.

__________________________________


___________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor




Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  February 6, 2006

