REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed change order number three from Wilcox Engineering to cover professional services related to drilling test holes at the Schick property.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER NUMBER THREE FROM WILCOX ENGINEERING AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $12,790 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN SAID CHANGE ORDER.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the cost for Layne Northern to drill test holes on the Schick property.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, AUTHORIZING THE DRILLING OF ONE TEST HOLE AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $29,050 AND IF THERE IS GOOD QUALITY WATER AND A GOOD QUANTITY OF WATER LAYNE NORTHERN IS AUTHORIZED TO DRILL A SECOND TEST HOLE AT A COST FOR BOTH TEST HOLES NOT TO EXCEED $52,100 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS WORK.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter

No – Ervans, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 15, 2008 AND SPECIAL MEETING HELD DECEMBER 22, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD OCTOBER 21, 2008; WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD OCTOBER 27, 2008; WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 19, 2008; AND OGEMAW HILLS RECREATION DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 20, 2008.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE PARADE REQUEST FROM THE ELF KHURAFEH SHRINERS FOR MAY 16, 2009 BEGINNING AT 1:30 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE ELF KHURAFEH SHRINERS TO DISPLAY A BANNER ACROSS HOUGHTON AVENUE FROM MAY 7, 2009 – MAY 18, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Dan Stoneback, West Branch Regional Medical Center Board of Trustees representative, was present.  He reported on November and December volumes being low, 64 slice CT scanner, OB service, customer satisfaction scores, union negotiations, annual report, list of accomplishments, and the community breakfast.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPOINT CORY CONVERSE TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 30, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO REAPPOINT TIM SCHAIBERGER TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 30, 2011; JOSEPH CLARK, DEB WESTCOTT AND PAUL FRECHETTE TO THE DDA TERMS TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2012; BONNIE STEVENS TO THE ELECTION BOARD TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2010; DAVE LUCAS AND DARRIN HUNTER TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2011; AND THOM JONES AND MICHAEL PUGH TO THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS TERMS TO EXPIRE AUGUST 15, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPOINT TOM YOUATT TO THE IDC.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPOINT TOM DAMOTH TO THE DDA TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that he was named Chairman to the EMS Authority Board.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $61,977.33.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #09-01


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch Senior Citizen’s Housing Program (Fund 274) has a $8,700 deficit fund balance on June 30, 2008; and


WHEREAS, Act 275 of the Public Acts of 1980 requires that a Deficit Elimination Plan be formulated by the local unit of government and filed with the Michigan Department of Treasury, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council on December 11, 2008 sold the building and assets accounted for in Fund 274 to the West Branch Housing Corporation, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch Housing Corporation is not an entity of the City of West Branch,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of West Branch Senior Citizen’s Housing Program (Fund 274) as of December 11, 2008 no longer carries a deficit balance on the City of West Branch financial statements.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTIONBY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION # 09-02



WHEREAS, the staff reviews the status of each fund every month; and

WHEREAS, during the monthly review staff compares the year to date actual with the budgeted amount; and

WHEREAS, during this review several funds require a budget amendment;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in the following funds:

204 Economic Advancement Fund


  







Budget

Amended

   Carry Over






$408,102
$405,181


   Expenditures:

   204-000.000-751.700 Improvements        


      0

    2,000

   204-000.000-956.700 Expenses



      0
                   921

TOTAL EXPENDITURES:




      0                    2,921

315 Street Debt Fund    

   







Budget

Amended

   Carry Over






$48,459 
$47,708

   Expenditures:

   315-000.000-810.700 Property Tax Adjustment    

      530
     1,281

TOTAL EXPENDITURES:




  98,040
   98,791

316 Senior Center Debt









Budget

Amended

   Carry Over






$66,452
$66,400   

   Expenditures:

   316-000.000-810.700 Property Tax Adjustment

       120
       172

TOTAL EXPENDITURES:




  37,350
   37,532


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the funds from Fund 594 Replacement & Improvement Fund be moved to Fund 572 Sewer Replacement Fund causing the following budget amendment:

594 Replacement & Improvement









Budget

Amended

   Carry Over 






$18,302
       0

   

   Expenditures:

   594-965.572-999.700 Transfer to Other Account


0
  18,302                     

   TOTAL EXPENDITURES




            0
  18,302

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO NAME TODD THOMPSON, PAUL FRECHETTE, TOM YOUATT, AND JANE TENNANT AS SIGNATURES ON ALL BANK ACCOUNTS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ALLOW DEPOSITS TO BE MADE AT NATIONAL CITY BANK, FIRSTBANK, AND INDEPENDENT BANK.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE RULES ESTABLISHED FOR DETERMINING PERSONAL CALLS ON CITY ISSUED CELL PHONES AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Attorney Juarez asked for Council to consider the poor condition of S. Eighth 
St. He stated that it does not drain properly and leaves water in potholes in the summer and ice in the winter.  Manager Youatt explained that the City would be looking at the condition of the streets and prioritizing them in the next couple of months. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated that the City should look at providing an ice skating rink.  Suggestions for a site included the south field at the Little League Park and the volleyball court.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 P.M.

