REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Gascoigne informed Council that he received a proposal from Capital Consultants to conduct a study at the Wastewater Treatment Plant to review current facility operations and equipment sizing to determine if there are any short-term improvements that can be put in place to gain additional treatment capacity.  Mr. Gascoigne noted that the cost of this study would be shared equally with West Branch and Ogemaw Townships.  It was the consensus of the Council to postpone any decision on this subject until the February 6 meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 19, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None





Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE DECEMBER POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE WEST BRANCH CREATIVE ARTS ASSOCIATION TO USE IRONS PARK FOR THE 27TH ANNUAL VICTORIAN ART FAIR ON AUGUST 12 & 13, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPOINT RUSSELL JACKSON AS MAYOR PRO-TEM.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $105,381.18.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne recommended a banner fee in the amount of $100 to offset costs.  Council Members felt it is the City’s way of supporting community events and did not feel a fee should be charged.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FOR THE VICTORIAN ART FAIR FOR AUGUST 7 THROUGH AUGUST 14, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FOR THE ANTIQUE SHOW AT THE FAIRGROUNDS FOR AUGUST 21 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 4, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FOR THE OGEMAW COUNTY FAIR WITH MANAGER GASCOIGNE COORDINATING THE DATE THE BANNER IS TO BE PLACED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne requested on behalf of the Sunrise Side Association the use of Iron’s Park on September 10, 2006 for the closing ceremonies for the Northeast Michigan Bike Rally Tour.  He stated the ceremony would run from 2 p.m. until 8 p.m.  Steve Leonard, Chamber of Commerce Director, was present and explained this event.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ALLOW THE SUNRISE SIDE ASSOCIATION TO USE IRON’S PARK ON SEPTEMBER 10, 2006 FROM 2 P.M. UNTIL 8 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 5:28 P.M.

_________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  January 23, 2006

