REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 6, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak, and Rusty Showalter (arrived at 7:05 p.m.)

Absent:  Council Member Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 15, 2009 AND THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD JUNE 29, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE WEST BRANCH AREA RETAIL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD MAY 12, 2009; IDC MEETING HELD JUNE 5, 2009; AND WEST BRANCH AREA WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JUNE 25, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Thompson

No – None

Absent – Frechette and Showalter

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter arrived at 7:05 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE AUDITORS LETTER OF ENGAGEMENT WITH STEPHENSON, GRACIK & CO. AND AUTHORIZING THE MANAGER TO SIGN SAID LETTER OF ENGAGEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri, West Branch Children’s Film Festival representative, reviewed the activities that are planned for July 29 through August 1.  He also requested help from Council and City staff.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING REQUESTS FOR THE CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL TO BE HELD JULY 29 THROUGH AUGUST 1:

IRONS PARK – RESTROOMS OPEN AND CLEANED DAILY, ALLOW PLACEMENT OF TWO OR THREE PORTA-JOHNS, GRASS GROOMED AND TRASH RECEPTACLES EMPTIED AS NEEDED, POWER DROPS TURNED ON AND ACCESSIBLE, WALKWAY LIGHTING TURNED ON FOR LATE USE ON THURSDAY EVENING AFTER MOVIE SHOWING, MOVIE SCREEN INSTALLED PRIOR TO EVENT, CONES, BARRICADES, AND SIGNS AS NEEDED, PERMIT FOOD VENDORS IN PARK AREA, PERMIT THE PLACEMENT OF THE STAGE, ASSISTANCE WITH BLEACHERS, AND ALLOW EXCLUSIVE USE OF BASKETBALL COURTS ON SATURDAY.

DOWNTOWN – PERMIT USE OF HOUGHTON AVENUE PARKING LOCATIONS IN FRONT OF EDITH M’S, THE SILVER LINING, AND LIBRARY FOR TRANSIT STOPS, PERMIT PLACEMENT OF FOOD VENDORS DOWNTOWN DURING COURSE OF EVENT, STREET CLEANED AND TRASH RECEPTACLES EMPTIED AS NEEDED, ALLOW CLOSURE OF S. THIRD ON JULY 31 FROM 5 P.M. UNTIL MIDNIGHT FOR STAGE ACTS AND MOVIE SHOWINGS ALONG WITH THE PLACEMENT OF TYPICAL BARRICADES AND CONES FOR CLOSURE, PERMIT USE OF CITY LOT NEXT TO LOGGER’S AS NEEDED, GRANT OTHER PARKING MANAGEMENT NEEDS SIMILAR TO PAST EVENTS, PERMIT DPW AND POLICE BACKUP AS NEEDED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPOINT CHRISTIE MILLER TO THE DDA TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 1, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans commented on the tall grass in lawns around the City.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported that applications for the position at the Wastewater Treatment Plant are due by Thursday, July 9.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $75,812.99.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH KIWANIS CLUB FOR OCTOBER 30, 2009 THROUGH NOVEMBER 13, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT TOM YOUATT AS EMPLOYER DELEGATE TO THE ANNUAL MERS MEETING AND TO APPOINT PAUL FRECHETTE AS ALTERNATE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO APPOINT TOM YOUATT AS DELEGATE TO THE MMLCONVENTION AND RUSTY SHOWALTER AS ALTERNATE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM JOHN P. BELASCO TO GO DOOR TO DOOR JULY 11 – JULY 21 INVITING RESIDENTS TO VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AND DISTRIBUTING FREE BALLOONS TO CHILDREN.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids to blast and paint the 1997 Flo-N- Dump box, scraper, front plow hitch, air tanks and steps as follows:

1.  Ted Festerling, LLC, Alanson, MI




$15,320.00



Option if needed - $450.00

2. Shults Equipment, Inc, Ithaca, MI – declined to bid

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO AWARD THE BID FOR WORK ON THE 1997 DUMP TRUCK TO TED FESTERLING LLC AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $15,770.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:35 P.M.

