REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 7, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Bev Scott

Council reviewed a request from Hospice of Helping Hands, Inc. to put purple ribbons around the light poles the last two weeks of July.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM HOSPICE OF HELPING HANDS, INC. TO PUT PURPLE RIBBONS AROUND THE LIGHT POLES THE LAST TWO WEEKS OF JULY.  

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the engineering services proposal from C2AE for help in writing the Rural Development application for financing the wastewater treatment facility and sewer system improvement project.  Larry Fox, C2AE representative, stated they are proposing a time and material budget because the Rural Development application is a little different than the State Revolving Fund application.  Mr. Fox stated that they expect the project will not exceed $5,000; however, if it appears they will go over this amount they will ask for approval before the overage occurs.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 16, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE IDC MEETING HELD MAY 2, 2008, THE RETAIL MERCHANTS MEETING HELD MAY 13, 2008, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 13, 2008, HOUSING DEPARTMENT MEETING HELD MAY 21, 2008, AND THE DDA MEETING HELD MAY 27, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson presented a plaque to Maxine Jackson recognizing Russell C. Jackson’s years of service to the City.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

PROCLAMATION #08-02


WHEREAS, Russell C. Jackson was very dedicated to the citizens of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Russ served diligently on the West Branch City Council from October 2, 1996 through May 19, 2008, and


WHEREAS, the City could always depend on Russ to give of his time for the citizens of the City of West Branch, and


WHEREAS, Russ thought of the City needs before he thought of his own needs, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council would like to set aside a day to remember Russell C. Jackson and his untiring and dedicated service to the City of West Branch,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby sets aside July 7 of each year to honor Russell C. Jackson and the legacy he left.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas noted a sunken manhole at Lindsay and N. Seventh St.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT MANAGER YOUATT TO THE EDC BOARD.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $215,858.18.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #08-11


WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of West Branch to set forth guidelines for the use of cell phones, and


WHEREAS, the IRS has established certain guidelines for the use of business phones for private use, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch recognizes the need to contact certain department heads for the safety and welfare of its citizens outside of the normal workday,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby adopts the cell phone policy as recommended by the City Manager, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the cell phone policy as presented be incorporated into the City of West Branch Personnel Policy.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPOINT TOM YOUATT AS EMPLOYER DELEGATE AND TODD THOMPSON AS EMPLOYER ALTERNATE TO THE ANNUAL MERS MEETING.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADD MANAGER YOUATT’S SIGNATURE TO ALL BANK ACCOUNTS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED WASTEWATER COLLECTION AND TREATMENT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008 AT 7:05 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO HIRE C2AE IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $5,000 FOR SERVICES NECESSARY TO PREPARE ANY DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED BY RURAL DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PRELIMINARY APPLICATION.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO EXTEND THE RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL ON LOT 7 INDUSTRIAL PARK TO SUNRISE PRINTING & PUBLISHING INC. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE PAPERWORK PERTAINING TO THIS DOCUMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans, Lucas

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Youatt reported on the arsenic mitigation project.  He stated that the bill for the test wells would be addressed at the next meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Discussion was held concerning Bortz Health Care employees using a golf cart to drive residents around the park on the walking path.  Council noted that golf carts are not allowed on the river walk but felt an exception could be granted.  Attorney Juarez suggested contacting the City’s insurance carrier to check on liability and/or have Bortz Health Care sign an insurance waiver.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ALLOW BORTZ HEALTH CARE EMPLOYEES TO USE A GOLF CART TO DRIVE RESIDENTS AROUND THE PARK ON THE RIVER WALK AS LONG AS THE CITY’S LIABILITY INSURANCE WILL COVER THIS USE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the jail, the 08/09 budget, and the new EDC Director, Kathy Adair.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids for Rental Rehab Project #089-RR2 as follows:

Sunset Enterprises – West Branch



$34,434

DeMatio Builders – West Branch



$34,564

Fransee Gutters – West Branch



$35,312

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO AWARD RENTAL REHAB PROJECT #089-RR2 TO SUNSET ENTERPRISES AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $34,434.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids for Rental Rehab Project #090-RR2 as follows:

DeMatio Builders – West Branch



$29,650

Fransee Gutters – West Branch



$30,033.12

Randy Short Builders – West Branch



$31,122

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AWARD RENTAL REHAB PROJECT #090-RR2 TO DEMATIO BUILDERS AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $29,650.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids for Rental Rehab Project #088-RR2 as follows:

DeMatio Builders – West Branch



$21,910

Fransee Gutters – West Branch



$23,612

Randy Short Builders – West Branch



$25,717

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AWARD RENTAL REHAB PROJECT #088-RR2 TO DEMATIO BUILDERS AT A NOT TO EXCEED COST OF $21,910.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Representative Joel Sheltrown addressed the Council concerning the high school graduation requirements.  He asked Council to e-mail him at dist103@house.mi.gov to let him know their thoughts on this bill.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Howard voiced concern about West Branch events not being listed in the AAA tour book.  Manager Youatt will check into this concern.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:55 P.M.

______________________________



Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:   July 21, 2008
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