REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2006

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson called the meeting to order at 12 noon.

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Russell Jackson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, and Paul Frechette

Absent:  Mayor Todd Thompson and Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and DPW Superintendent Richard Dack

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 19, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MOTORCYCLE PARADE OF PARTICIPANTS FROM OGEMAW HILLS BIKE WEEK ON JULY 15.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Tony Buckett, owner of 199 Shrigley St., was present to request clarification on the brush removal policy.  He stated that he would like the City to offer a place for property owners to take their brush because you cannot burn it in the City and outside of the monthly pickup there is no other way to easily dispose of the brush.  He also asked for clarification on the policy, which addresses “excessive” amount of brush.  Mr. Buckett stated that he has six brush piles in front of 199 Shrigley St. from six lots he owns in the City.  He further stated that this is brush left from trees that fell over in a storm last summer.  He noted that Richard Dack, DPW Superintendent, has told him that they will not pick up this brush because it is more than just yard trimmings.  Discussion followed on having a site available for homeowners to take the brush.  DPW Superintendent Dack stated that the City did have a site in the past but it was abused and was closed.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the policy needs to be better defined and he will work on this with Superintendent Dack.  Council Member Ervans asked how other communities handled brush pickup.  Grand Haven City Manager, Pat McGinnis, was present and stated that Grand Haven contracts with a company to take care of brush removal.  Council Members asked that Manager Gascoigne get a cost to privatize this benefit.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY CLARK, TO PICK UP THE BRUSH PILES AT 199 SHRIGLEY STREET AND DIRECTING THE MANAGER TO BETTER DEFINE THE BRUSH REMOVAL POLICY.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson


No – Ervans, Frechette

Absent – Lucas, Thompson


Motion failed

Council granted Mr. Buckett 14 days to remove the brush piles from in front of 199 Shrigley St.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger reported that farm equipment is being parked on the right-of-way in front of 129 S. Fourth St.  Manager Gascoigne stated he would be in contact with Mr. Wangler.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans reported that several lawns were in dire need of mowing.  Manager Gascoigne stated he would check into this.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark asked who was in charge of the weeding in the flower planters along Houghton Avenue.  Manager Gascoigne stated that it is the DDA and they are addressing this problem.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council accepted a thank you plaque from the Ogemaw Hills Bike Week Committee.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson requested that the sign in Iron’s Park be repainted.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $13,252.14.

Yes – Clark. Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Shelley Buresh, St. Joseph Health System Volunteers representative, was present to request that they be allowed to sell raffle tickets on July 14 and July 15.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM ST. JOSEPH HEALTH SYSTEM VOLUNTEERS TO SELL RAFFLE TICKETS JULY 14 AND JULY 15, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO DENY THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM AARON COCKS TO SELL KIRBY VACUUMS UNTIL THE END OF THE YEAR.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-11


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch is coming to the 2005/2006 fiscal year end and,


WHEREAS, there are always last minute adjustments to the budget,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following funds be amended as follows:

FUND






BUDGET

AMENDMENT

101 – General Fund


Carry Over




   214,752

     218,867

Revenues:


403.400 Current Property Taxes


   645,000 

     666,273


404.400 Current Tax Refuse


   150,235

     169,641


405.400
Rent Revenue



              0

         7,920
446.400 Penalties & Interest


       7,200

         8,554


448.400 Administrative Fees


     26,000

       28,660



TOTAL REVENUE


1,253,572

  1,306,185

Expenditures:


Dept. 301


703.700 Salaries & Wages


     108,139

     120,029


Dept. 441


703.700 Salaries & Wages


      35,370

       43,034


718.700 MERS Retirement


       4,130

       22,433


Dept. 528


703.700 Salaries & Wages


     13,748

       19,768


941.700 Equipment Maintenance


     24,300

       33,421



TOTAL EXPENDITURES

1,249,072

  1,302,070

274 – Housing Dept.


Carry Over




       3,410

         5,191

Revenues:


405.400 Rent Revenue



   123,600

     138,500



TOTAL REVENUE

  
   387,250

     402,150

Expenditures:


Dept. 482


701.700 Office Salaries



    46,800

       51,918


Dept. 483


709.700 Janitor/Cleaning Payroll


   22,910


       30,910



TOTAL EXPENDITURES

 419,546


     432,664

276 – Housing Resource Fund


Carry Over




            0


       29,604

Revenue:


638.400 Project Income



   33,000


       59,338



TOTAL REVENUE


   34,066


       60,404

Expenditures:


956.700 Expenses



    16,300

    21,300


Dept. 492


703.700 Salaries & Wages


      6,000

      8,000



TOTAL EXPENDITURES

    23,800

    38,800

590 – Sewer Fund


Carry Over




  138,740

    40,032

Revenue:


664.400 Tap Fees



      4,000

    29,590



TOTAL REVENUE


  399,000

  424,390

Expenditures:


Dept. 567


922.700 Public Utilities



    65,000

    90,063



TOTAL EXPENDITURES

  498,235

  523,298

591 – Water Fund


Carry Over




  244,645

  247,948

Revenue:


664.400 Tap Fees



     5,000


    16,303



TOTAL REVENUE


 153,800


  165,103

Expenditures:


703.700 Salaries & Wages


  21,000


    24,000


710.700 Overtime



    6,500


      7,500


941.700 Equipment Rental


  11,000


    13,000



956.700 Expenses



    1,000


      3,000



TOTAL EXPENDITURES

153,800


  161,800

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – None


Absent – Lucas, Thompson


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 1:00 P.M.

_____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  July 17, 2006

