REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JUNE 5, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Russell Jackson, Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 15, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 9, 2006 AND THE MAY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark reported that the Boy Scouts are staining and putting in wood chips at Ft. Austin.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on Zoning Ordinance Amendment #06-03 at 7:05 p.m.  Mayor Thompson stated that the purpose of this public hearing is to receive comment on the rezoning of Lots 2 & 3, Block 8, Supervisors or Peoples Addition (vacant lot on S. Burgess St. to the north of 122 S. Burgess St.) from Single Family Residential to Office Service.  

Patsy Hardaway, 135 S. Burgess St., stated that she is opposed to the rezoning because of the traffic using this street as an alternative to the S. Valley St./Houghton Ave. intersection and it is the gateway to Iron’s Park generating a lot of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.  She further stated that she understands the need to improve the community with health services (Mr. Marvin’s stated intention was to build an office for an orthodontist) but does not feel S. Burgess St. is the place to do this.  Ms. Hardaway stated her primary concern is traffic and her secondary concern is property values.  She also was concerned about future tenants and owners of this property.

Diane Gavitt, 122 S. Burgess St., stated that she is opposed to this zoning amendment because she is concerned about the negative impact on the sale of her home; taking away from the residential atmosphere of this neighborhood; and the additional traffic this will add to an already congested area.  She was also concerned about water run off from the parking lot and where the snow would be piled.

Jeff Marvin, owner of the vacant lot on S. Burgess St., stated that the parking issue, water run off, and snow removal issues would be addressed during a site plan review and are regulated by City, County, and State guidelines.

Council Member Ervans questioned how parking lot lights would effect the neighbors.  Mr. Marvin stated he would plant trees and shrubs to prevent light from spilling over into other lots.  Member Ervans asked what is the intended size of the structure.  Mr. Marvin stated that it would be between 3,000 and 4,000 square feet.  Council Member Clark asked if Mr. Marvin planned to put up a buffer between his building and the residences.  Mr. Marvin stated that the zoning code would require him to do so.

Council Member Lucas asked if there would be more than one office at this location.  Mr. Marvin stated that it is his full intent to follow through with one office.  Member Lucas stated he is concerned about the erosion of our residential neighborhoods.  Member Ervans also voiced concern about residential neighborhoods becoming extinct.

No other person present wished to be heard on this subject

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:45 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #06-03 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED ‘CHAPTER 152:  ZONING CODE’”.

Yes – Ehinger, Jackson, Thompson


No – Clark, Ervans, Lucas

Absent – Frechette




Motion failed

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the Water Tower Site Lease Agreement that would allow M-33 Access to place an Internet antenna on the “Smiley” water tower.  Glen Wilson, M-33 Access owner, was present to address any concerns or questions.   Mr. Wilson stated that this will allow wireless Internet to be available to a bigger area and will benefit the community.  Council Member Lucas asked if there was a picture of the unit being proposed to be placed on “Smiley”.  Mr. Wilson stated he did not have one with him.  Council Member Jackson asked if the structure could be yellow.  Mr. Wilson stated he would check into the color.  Attorney Juarez stated that he is the attorney for M-33 Access and he would not be opposed to having Council have another attorney look at this contract.  Member Lucas asked if the Michigan Municipal League would have an attorney available to review the agreement.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE WATER TOWER SITE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH M-33 ACCESS, AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN SAID CONTRACT, AND TO REQUEST THAT THE ANTENNAE UNIT BE YELLOW AS LONG AS IT DOES NOT INTERFERE WITH THE OPERATION.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne asked that Council review the Wastewater Treatment Plant Agreement between the City of West Branch, West Branch Township, and Ogemaw Township.  He stated he will bring this back at the June 19 meeting for approval.  Attorney Juarez stated he has reviewed this agreement and everything looks to be in order.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

County Commissioner Scott reported on the MSHDA funds, EMS Authority, District Court Computers, electronic funds transfer from State of Michigan, GIS, heating system, and the budget for the new fiscal year.  Council Member Ervans asked about the status of the Health Department.  Commissioner Scott reviewed the County’s position, what has happened, what is happening, and the avenues that the Commissioner’s are pursuing.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $38,580.30.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM WAYNETTE HAMILTON TO SELL ICE CREAM PRODUCTS FOR ONE YEAR STARTING JUNE 16.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE CONTRACT #2006-0273 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION CONTRACT FOR A FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL AIRPORT PROJECT UNDER THE BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SIGN SAID CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the Maplewood Manor parking lot project as follows:

B n Z – West Branch




$38,517.80

Hodgins – West Branch




$40,267.80

Sterling Excavating – West Branch



$43,656.50

Reith & Riley – Prudenville



$57,747.00

Porath – Houghton Lake




$53,800.00

Pyramid Paving – West Branch



$51,867.85

Manager Gascoigne noted that B n Z did not bid the correct asphalt.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO AWARD THE MAPLEWOOD MANOR PARKING LOT PROJECT BID TO HODGINS FOR THE NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF $40,267.80.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas

No – Thompson



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADJOURN AT 8:32 P.M.

______________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

______________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  June 19, 2006

