REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N. FOURTH ST., TUESDAY JUNE 5, 2007.

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, and Russell Jackson

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO TABLE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FOR WAYNETTE HAMILTON UNTIL THE JUNE 18TH MEETING WHEN MRS. HAMILTON CAN BE PRESENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson 

No – Ervans, Thompson

Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY JACKSON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 21,2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No –   None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE APRIL 18, 2007 AIRPORT BOARD MINUTES, AND THE ZBA MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD MAY 17, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



Mayor Todd Thompson read a letter of resignation from Stephen Kimball



from the Zoning Board of Appeals

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF STEPHEN KIMBALL FROM THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS, WITH REGRET.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



Mayor Todd Thompson reported that there are now several board



seats open and any suggestions from the Council would be appreciated.



There are seats available on the Board of Review and the Zoning Board



of Appeals




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



John Bennett, Commander of the American Legion Post 103, was



present and addressed the council on possibly naming the River Walk



after Kenneth W. Coats.  If not the river walk perhaps some other 



memorial plaque could be put up to honor the memory of Mr. Coats.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



Manager Gascoigne reminded the council that there will be a 



public hearing on June 28, 2007 with Capital Consultants making 



a presentation on the State Revolving fund.  




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *



Manager Gascoigne also was asked about the site of the Miner



building downtown and when the DDA could take proposals on



the property.  Manager Gascoigne said it would be sometime in June.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



City Attorney Christine Juarez addressed the Council about their contract



with the City.  The renewal proposal for City Attorney remains the same



as last year.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO ACCEPT THE CONTRACT FOR CITY ATTORNEY WITH JUAREZ AND JUAREZ AT THE SAME RATE AS THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $91,022.14

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #07–O4 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT AS FOLLOWS :

RESOLUTION #07-04


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council in §51.095 and §52.39 of the City of West Branch Code of Ordinances have determined that water/sewer charges constitute a lien on the property, and


WHEREAS, §32.086 of the Code of Ordinances states that the charges for fire runs may constitute a lien against the owner’s real property, and


WHEREAS, §92.17 of the Code of Ordinances states that the charges for mowing noxious weeds shall be a lien against the premises, and


WHEREAS, Section 11.9 of the City Charter allows brush removal to become a lien against the owner’s real property, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby acknowledges the following liens and authorizes the Clerk to place these charges on the 2007 tax roll:

Water/Sewer Charges

228 S. First St.

$   240.18

220 S. Fourth St.


$163.08

300 S. Fourth St
.
$     78.56

240 N. First St.


$144.04

406 State St.

$   160.63

222 N. Second St.

$175.78

2206 S. M-76

$2.312.13

420 Court St.


$201.08

579 S. Fourth St
.
$   146.60

N. Third St.


$836.78

Fire Run

224 Court St.

$  77.00

S. Seventh St./S. Valley
$263.00

222 N. Second St.
$841.00

Mowing

579 S. Fourth St.
$150.00

Brush Removal

708 W. Wright St.
$50.00


230 N. First St.

$50.00

240 N. First St.

$50.00


234 N. First St.

$50.00


360 N. Fourth St.
$50.00
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY EHINGER TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICTORS APPLICATION FOR THE COMMUNITY SUPPORT TEAM TO SELL BIKE RAFFLE TICKETS IN THE CITY THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER.  

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #07-04 SEWER RATE STUDY AND SET A PUBLIC HEARING FOR JUNE 18, 2007 AT 7:00 P.M.


ORDINANCE #07-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §51.092 – RATES CHARGED TO USER

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  That the City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change §51.092 – Rates Charged to User to read as follows:

The rates to be charged for service furnished by the system shall be an amount based on water usage and shall be $4.65 per each 1,000 gallons of water used or fraction thereof with the minimum bill based on water usage of 10,000 gallons.  All premises served by the sewer system shall have installed an approved meter as determined by the Superintendent of Public Works or the City Manager.  Other users of the system shall be charged in accordance with a schedule to be set by the City Council.

Section 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 4:  Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO APPROVE THE AIRPORT FEDERAL PROJECT B-26-0097-0905 AND MDOT CONTRACT #2007-0518 AND AUTHORIZE MAYOR TODD THOMPSON TO SIGN THE CONTRACTS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



Manager Gascoigne presented a plan for the recycling center.



He has presented the cost sharing concept and card system to 



several townships and they agree to participate.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO APPROVE THE REOPENING OF THE RECYCLING CENTER ON THE CONDITION THAT THE TOWNSHIPS AGREE IN WRITING TO HELP SUPPORT THE CENTER.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                        Mayor Todd Thompson opened discussion on Ordinance #07-02.



Council received a letter from Arthur Tennant of 261 North Burgess Street



on this matter.  Also Dick and Carolyn Rice of 202 North Burgess Street



were present to address the City Council on this matter.



Ed Crawford was present with Jeff Schubert to discuss the issue.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #07-02 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “CHAPER 152:  ZONING CODE.”

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – Clark



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



Shawn Rogers of the West Branch Church of God addressed the



council for approval of the use of Irons Park on June 20, 21 and 22nd 



from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. for a youth program.  They do not 



need the pavilion or gazebo.  Council gave their approval.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO SUPPORT THE GROWTH ASSESSMENT PLANNERS WEST BRANCH COMMUNITY I – 75 BUSINESS LOOP PLAN.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON TO GO INTO CLOSE SESSION UNDER MCLA SECTION 8 (C ) – FOR STRATEGY AND NEGOTIATION SESSIONS CONNECTED WITH THE NEGOTIATION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGANING AGREEMENT WHEN EITHER NEGOTIATING PARTY REQUESTS A CLOSED HEARING, AT 1:07 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 1:42 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas

Motion carried




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK TO AJOURN AT 1:44 P.M.

__________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

__________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  June 18, 2007

