REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 17, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Member Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Members Gregory Clark and William Ehinger

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 30, 2006.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE ZBA MEETING HELD APRIL 20, 2006 AND THE JUNE POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson presented Girl Scout Troop #669 with the following proclamation:

PROCLAMATION #06-04


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch has a long tradition of planting beautiful flowers along our main corridor of Houghton Ave., and


WHEREAS, through the years organizations like Troop #669 of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America, have planted flowers in the flower beds to present a beautiful street aesthetic for all to enjoy, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch and the City Council join to recognize the achievement of Troop #669 in the area of beautification in the City of West Branch,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby present the 2006 West Branch Beautification Award to Troop #669 of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson presented Jessica Rutherford with a plaque and the following proclamation:

PROCLAMATION #06-05


WHEREAS, in 2006 the Ogemaw Heights Varsity Track & Field team enjoyed a fulfilling and exciting season, and


WHEREAS, at the Division II MHSAA Michigan State Championship meet Ogemaw Heights very own Jessica Rutherford finished in first place in Discus Throwing with an impressive 151’ 11” thus creating a new state record for D2 Girls Division of discus throwing, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch and the City Council join to recognize Jessica Rutherford for her outstanding achievement.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Mayor and the West Branch City Council does hereby recognize the outstanding achievement accomplished by Jessica Rutherford as an exceptional athlete and do hereby wish her the very best in all of her future endeavors.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Dick Bachelder introduced himself and stated he is running for Probate Court judge.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mark Williams introduced himself and stated he is running for Ogemaw County Road Commissioner.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne gave an update on the Victorian Trails complex, he reported that bike week was a success, the senior center lease with the Commission on Aging is signed, the Housing Department has been awarded an NPP grant, and the City has received two MML achievement awards.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $75,392.37.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE OGEMAW COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY FOR AUGUST 28, 2006 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 11, 2006.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPOINT JANE TENNANT AS DELEGATE TO THE ANNUAL MERS MEETING AND WILLIAM GASCOIGNE AS ALTERNATE.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-12


WHEREAS, in submitting the 276 Housing Resource Fund Budget for 2006-2007 year, some important changes were found that need to be adjusted, and


WHEREAS, these adjustments made at the beginning of the fiscal year will be advantageous,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 276 Housing Resource Fund budget be amended as follows:

FUND






BUDGET

AMENDMENT

276 Housing Resource Fund


Carry Over




        71


 
 2,423

Revenues:


494-580.400 Owner Contribution


20,000


                       0

Expenditures:


Dept. 482



703.700 Salaries & Wages

10,000



15,000



714.700 Mandatory Medicare

         0



      218



715.700 Social Security


         0



      930


Dept. 493



761.700 Trans to Owner Contribution
20,000



           0

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:  

RESOLUTION #06-13


WHEREAS, the West Branch Optimist Club is celebrating 25 years of service to the youth of the community,


BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the West Branch City Council commends the West Branch Optimist Club on their outstanding service and on-going commitment to youth, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the West Branch City Council wishes the West Branch Optimist Club continued success as a friend of youth and partner in education.

Yes – Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark, Ehinger


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO ADJOURN AT 7:20 P.M.

​​​​​​________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  August 7, 2006

