REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N. FOURTH ST., MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called to meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Edward Crawford

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 16, 2005 AND THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD MAY 25, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MAY TREASURER’S REPORT AND THE APRIL AND MAY POLICE REPORTS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated that Steve Steinhauser was not present, however, he donated a podium to the City in memory of his father Ralph “Smiley” Steinhauser.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR JUNE 27, 2005 THROUGH JULY 5, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH CARING PREGNANCY CENTER FOR SEPTEMBER 26, 2005 THROUGH OCTOBER 10, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM JENNIFER IZWORSKI TO SELL RAFFLE TICKETS FOR THE OGEMAW COUNTY CASA’S CHILDREN’S PLAYHOUSE ON JULY 16, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH LITTLE LEAGUE TO SELL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE SOUVENIR PROGRAM FOR THE 2005 LITTLE LEAGUE STATE FINALS FROM JUNE 1, 2005 THROUGH JULY 11, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST ROM THE WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER TO HOLD THEIR ANNUAL FUN RUN/WALK ON JULY 2, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Steve Leonard, Director of the West Branch Area Chamber of Commerce, was present to give Council an update on several summertime events.  Mr. Leonard highlighted some of the Historical Encampment.  He stated that the parade will be on the 4th of July, and that the beverage tent will be up a running over the 4th of July holiday weekend.  Mr. Leonard asked permission to use 20 picnic tables from the park for the beverage tent.  Council agreed to place 20 picnic tables in the beverage tent.

Mr. Leonard highlighted the events for HOG weekend to be held on July 15 and 16.  He stated that the HOG parade would be held on July 16.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO CHANGE THE FIRST MEETING IN JULY TO BE HELD ON JULY 11, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

PROCLAMATION #05-1


WHEREAS, each year Optimist Clubs from around the world take time to recognize youth in the community who contribute to a better life for all, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch Optimist club has a proud tradition of selecting the best and brightest young people of the West Branch area to receive this prestigious award, and


WHEREAS, Thursday, May 19, 2005, the West Branch Optimist Club will bestow a formal recognition of appreciation of the following listed youth:


Blake Beehler





Angela Carollo


Bethany Chouinard




Jaycee Henretta


Masen Henretta





Cody Janczewski


Kevin LaFleur





Katie Mayhew


Elliot Meiser





Isaak Portice


Matthew Randall




Kyle Redmond


Andrew Walker





Emily Walker


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that May 19, 2005 is Optimist International Youth Appreciation Day in the City of West Branch and that day shall be dedicated to these fine youth who represent our community with pride and dignity, and


BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the City Clerk is directed to install this record in the permanent record of the City of West Branch, so that future West Branch citizens may look back with pride at the names of the finest youngsters of 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPOINT MANAGER GASCOIGNE AS DELEGATE TO THE ANNUAL MERSE MEETING AND TO APPOINT CLERK/TREASURER TENNANT AS ALTERNATE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated that we would travel to Tawas City on July 26 for Mayor’s Exchange Day and that they will come to West Branch on August 23.  He encouraged all Council Members to attend.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Clark noted that some of the music played by participants in the Neon and Noise Centennial Event was offensive.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette asked if the Council would be interested in advertising in the 2005 West Branch Little League State Finals Program.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO PURCHASE A ½ PAGE AD IN THE 2005 WEST BRANCH LITTLE LEAGUE STATE FINALS PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $100.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported on a $1,200 grant that Chief Williams received for the Police Department.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MAY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Jackson questioned the Consumer’s Energy Christmas Lighting bill.  Mayor Thompson stated that the Council has allowed the lighting for a certain time period and this bill covers the approved time period.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $88,733.53.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MUNICIPAL LEGAL SERVICES CONTRACT AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID CONTRACT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated that Sandy Rabidue was present this evening to request that N. Fourth St. be closed on July 16 so Office Central can promote the sale of the Harry Potter book.  Ms. Rabidue reviewed the events that would take place that night.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO CLOSE N. FOURTH ST. ON JULY 16 AND TO ALLOW OFFICE CENTRAL THE USE OF SEVERAL PICNIC TABLES FROM THE PARK.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO PURCHASE A HOG FLAG FOR $250.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-12


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch and Police Officer Kenneth Walters have embarked on a program to train Officer Walters Police Dog, and


WHEREAS, there has been considerable donations to this program it now becomes necessary to establish a separate fund to separate these revenues and expenditures from the General Fund Police Dept.,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council amends the budget to include a new fund for the purpose of holding and releasing K-9 funds as follows:

Fund 208 – K-9 Fund



Budgeted


Amended

Carry Over




     0



     0

Revenue:


671.400 Contributions


     0



10,000


TOTAL REVENUE


     0



10,000

Expenditures:


957.703 Education & Expense K-9
     0



10,000


TOTAL EXPENDITURES

     0



10,000

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   * 

Nancy Rickwald was present and requested that Council purchase an advertisement on the Relay for Life t-shirts in the amount of $500.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO PURCHASE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE RELAY FOR LIFE T-SHIRTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $500.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE 2005 PAYMENT TO THE OGEMAW COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION WITH THE STIPULATION THAT THE CITY RECEIVE AND LIST OF ALL PARTICIPATING ENTITIES AND THE AMOUNT THAT THEY PAY.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:28 P.M.

__________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

___________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  June 20, 2005

