REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2007

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Debra Heisler, Police Chief Rodger Williams, Attorney Michael Juarez, and County Commissioner Beverly Scott

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 5, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE FEBRUARY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Commissioner Scott reported on the new County Treasurer, budget and finance committee meting, new van for the Sheriff’s Department, 10 Lakes Sportsmen Club request for the deer park, and District Health Department No. 2.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO BEGIN THE APRIL 16, 2007 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AT 6:00 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne noted that the Council had a draft copy of the General Fund budget in their packets.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $174,401.28.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne reported that Housing Director Alley would like to look into rental rehab funding for Maplewood Manor.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, AUTHORIZING HOUSING DIRECTOR ALLEY TO RESEARCH RENTAL REHAB FUNDING FOR MAPLEWOOD MANOR AND AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER GASCOIGNE AND HOUSING DIRECTOR ALLEY TO SIGN ANY AND ALL PRELIMINARY DOCUMENTS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the contract renewal clause in the Waste Management contract.  Craig Scott, Waste Management representative, was present. 

Council Member Clark asked what the household hazardous waste program would cost.  Mr. Scott stated he would check into the cost.

Council Member Ervans voiced concern about the waste that cannot be placed at the curb.  Manager Gascoigne noted that on large amounts of building material the property owner can contact a waste service and rent a dumpster.  Mr. Scott reviewed the large item pick up in the City.  He noted that residents are allowed two large items every week and that small amounts of building material must be bundled so one person can easily manage the bundle.

Council Members voiced their concern that under the current contract it stated that there would be a transfer station and since that time this station has closed.  Council expressed their disappointment in the deviation from the contract.

Council reviewed the fuel rate clause in the contract.  Council Members looked at the increase in cost for the recycle center and were concerned about the burden this service was on City taxpayers.  They were especially concerned because this service is paid for by the City taxpayer but enjoyed primarily by Township residents.  Council asked Manager Gascoigne to check with the Townships to see if they would be willing to help pay for the recycle center.

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO CLOSE THE RECYCLE CENTER EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2007.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson

No – Clark, Lucas, Thompson

Motion carried

A representative from Republic Waste was present and stated his company would like the opportunity to bid on the City’s waste hauling services.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO RENEW THE WASTE HAULING CONTRACT WITH WASTE MANAGEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne presented Council with the PAR Plan insurance renewal.  He noted the increase in cost was due to additional items being placed on the policy.  Discussion was held on whether this service should be bid out.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO HAVE MANAGER GASCOIGNE CONTACT OTHER INSURANCE AGENTS TO SEE IF THEY WOULD BE INTERESTED IN BIDDING ON THE CITY’S LIABILITY AND PROPERTY INSURANCE NEEDS AND IF INTEREST IS THERE TO ACCEPT BIDS WITH A JUNE 1, 2007 DEADLINE FOR AWARDING THE BID.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:55 P.M.

_____________________________________

____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor




Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  April 2, 2007

