REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Anthony Novak, Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Youatt informed the Council that the test results on the first test well site came back favorable on the Schick property.  He noted that the arsenic level was very low.  He requested that Council approve the second test well site work on this property.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO AUTHORIZE THE SECOND TEST WELL HOLE ON THE SCHICK PROPERTY AT A COST OF BOTH TEST HOLES NOT TO EXCEED $52,100 AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN ANY PAPERWORK PERTAINING TO THE SECOND TEST HOLE.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 16, 2009.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS HELD NOVEMBER 11, 2008, NOVEMBER 25, 2008, JANUARY 13, 2009, AND JANUARY 29, 2009; WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION MEETING HELD JANUARY 19, 2009; DDA MEETING HELD JANUARY 27, 2009; ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JANUARY 27, 2009; WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD FEBURARY 26, 2009; AND THE OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2008 STING REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Paul Olson, Municipal Underwriters of Michigan Regional Risk Manager, was present to review the City’s insurance.  He noted that there was a decrease in premium due to the removal of the Library Building and Maplewood Manor Building.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RENEW THE CITY’S INSURANCE WITH MUNICIPAL UNDERWRITERS OF MICHIGAN IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,798.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri was present to discuss the Fabulous Fridays events.  He asked Council for City help again this year in obtaining street closures and the use of barricades and cones.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE FABULOUS FRIDAYS EVENTS SCHEDULE, AUTHORIZING CITY STAFF TO OBTAIN STREET CLOSURES, AND SUPPORTING THE EVENTS WITH THE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT AS DETERMINED BY THE CITY MANAGER.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Pete Fabbri gave an overview of the West Branch Children’s Film Festival event.  He stated this event would take place July 30 – August 1, 2009.  His overview included the Mission Statement, movie submissions, categories, judging/jurors, awards, workshops, festival events, sponsorship opportunities, and volunteer opportunities.  He also directed Council to the Website at wbcff.com.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter noted several areas where the potholes are quite large on S. Valley St., at the intersection of S. Fourth St. and Wright St., and S. First St.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported on the progress the Planning Commission is making on the Zoning Ordinance and their coordination of the Victorian Theme with the DDA.  He also reported on the EMS Authority and voiced his concern about a bill from the County for Administrative Services in 2006.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $106,760.34.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the lease agreement on the Senior Center with American Legion Post #103.  Manager Youatt explained that they are currently using the basement of the Police Department and the conditions are not good.  He stated that the carpet is wet and there is damage to the ceiling tiles.  John Bennett and Cass Maciejewski were present on behalf of American Legion Post #103.  Discussion was held on storing some items in the basement of the Police Department.  Mayor Thompson stated that he would prefer to have the Legion items stored elsewhere, if possible.  Police Chief Williams stated that there would be room in the upper floor of the building for storage.  Mr. Maciejewski stated that the Legion is looking into the cost of liability insurance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE LEASE AGREEMENT ON THE SENIOR CENTER WITH AMERICAN LEGION POST #103.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the Snow Blower as follows:

Hyde Equip. Co.
Could not bid.

PO Box 368

1688 McDougal Rd

Petoskey MI 49770

Knapheide Truck Equipment
$96,191.00

1200 S Averill Ave

Flint MI 48503

Superior Equip. & Supply Co. Inc.
$104,750.00

PO Box 339

1515 South Stephenson Ave

Iron Mountain MI 49801

Charles Wangler Sales
$102,355.92

114 S 4th St

West Branch MI 48661

Charles Wangler Sales
$79,165.90 (smaller unit)

114 S 4th St

West Branch MI 48661

Mayor Thompson questioned the “optional” items.  He stated that if they are needed they should not have been listed as optional.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO APPROVE THE BID FROM KNAPHEIDE AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $100,451 (BASE BID $96,191 PLUS OPTIONS $4,260).

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO ACCEPT BIDS ON A 10-YEAR INFRASTRUCTURE REPLACEMENT PLAN.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Novak, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY NOVAK, TO ADJOURN AT 8:13 P.M.

