REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette (arrived at 7:10 p.m.), Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Gascoigne asked that Council add Resolution #06-04 to agenda after the public hearing.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the Natural Resources Grant at 7:05 p.m.  Manager Gascoigne stated that the grant for $330,475.00 would allow the softball fields on N. First St. to be renovated, would allow construction of a skateboard park, and would allow other park type features to be constructed on this property owned by the school.  He noted that the school is having a meeting tonight that would grant the City permission to lease this property for 30 years.  Mr. Gascoigne distributed a copy of the preliminary development plan.  He stated that the City’s portion would be $86,000, which would come from the Victorian Trails development fee and an NPP grant.  Discussion was held on conditions that could be included in the lease such as a renewal clause and that it must remain a park.  No one else present wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:10 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-04

RESOLUTION TO APPLY FOR MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND GRANT


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch strives to offer its residents and visitors the highest quality recreational opportunities in Northeastern Michigan, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch believes it is vital to take a proactive roll in implementing needed recreational facilities, and


WHEREAS, the City has amended their five year recreation plan to include an ice hockey facility, skateboard park facility, softball facility, and other recreation opportunities to be located on North First Street, West Branch, Michigan, and


WHEREAS, this amendment to the City’s five year plan gives the City Council the ability to apply for grant funding for specified recreational improvements through the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF), and


WHEREAS, the public input was solicited and received at a regularly held meeting of the West Branch City Council on March 20, 2006.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of West Branch City Council agrees to undertake the development of the proposed new park facility located at North First Street, West Branch, Michigan, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will appropriate up to $86,000 for the construction of this new park if the MNRTF is to authorize the grant request.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE LAST REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 6, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JANUARY 24, 2006 AND THE FEBRUARY TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette arrived at 7:10 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO SPONSOR THE 2006 OGEMAW HILLS BIKE WEEK IN THE AMOUNT OF $250.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson stated that he received a letter from Ross Scott, 6463 Cedar St., Gladwin, MI, asking that the Council allow him or one of his employees to go door to door to solicit paint jobs for his summer internship.  Council Member Lucas asked if this soliciting is for charity.  Craig Scott (Ross Scott’s father was present because Ross is in college) stated that Ross’s internship is for profit.  Council Member Ehinger did not feel the Council could approve this because Mr. Ross Scott has not filled out a formal application.  Mayor Thompson stated the Council could approve it contingent on the completion of a formal application and granting the City Manager final approval of the completed application.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS REQUEST FROM ROSS SCOTT TO GO DOOR TO DOOR TO SOLICIT PAINT JOBS CONTINGENT UPON MR. SCOTT’S COMPLETION OF A FORMAL APPLICATION AND THE CITY MANAGER’S FINAL APPROVAL OF SAID APPLICATION.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson voiced his dissatisfaction that the Council meetings were no longer aired on the cable TV local access channel.  Manager Gascoigne stated he would have an estimate at the next meeting to install a system that will work properly.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson commended the law enforcement agencies and fire departments for the outstanding job they did this past weekend on The Frame Shoppe, 312 W. Houghton Ave., fire.  He stated the Ogemaw Rural Fire Department is very fortunate to have such good mutual aid with surrounding fire departments.  Council Member Jackson noted that there is still a lot of glass on the street that needs to be swept up.  Council Member Frechette stated that a reward is being offered for any and all information pertaining to the fire.  Manager Gascoigne stated he would write a letter on behalf of the City thanking the law enforcement agencies and the fire departments for their help with the fire and publish this in the newspapers in their respective communities.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne presented Council with a picture from Bob Griffin, Jr. of the Clydesdales that were in town this past summer.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $84,609.71.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH OPTIMIST CLUB TO HANG A BANNER FROM JULY 5 THROUGH JULY 17, 2006.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the sale of a 1991 Dodge pickup truck with plow as follows:

1. Dalton Wiltse, Lupton




$4,500.00

2.  Rod Knierim, Gladwin




$3,633.33

3.  Jeff Marvin, West Branch



$3,600.00

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO AWARD THE BID ON THE SALE OF A 1991 DODGE PICKUP TRUCK WITH PLOW TO DALTON WILTSE IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,500.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:50 P.M.

_____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_____________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  April 3, 2006

