REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2008

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette (arrived at 7:12 p.m.), Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  Acting City Manager Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Chris Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 18, 2008.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE NJROTC SPRING FUN RUN TO BE HELD APRIL 12, 2008 AT 12 NOON.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Paul Olson, Municipal Underwriter of Michigan Insurance Agent, was present.  He reviewed the City’s coverage for 2008 and presented a bill.

Council Member Frechette arrived at 7:12 p.m.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL MUNICIPAL UNDERWRITERS OF MICHIGAN PREMIUM IN THE AMOUNT OF $53, 251.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Steve Leonard, West Branch Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, requested that Council approve the 2008 events, provide the necessary services needed to facilitate the events, and allow sidewalk sales during these events.  Discussion was held concerning the beer tent.  Council Member Ervans stated he did not feel this was a good representation for the City.  He also voiced concern about the beer tent taking away business from Logger’s Depot and Rau Tavern.  Discussion was also held concerning the Chamber’s coverage area and making sure that everyone wishing to advertise their business or event pays their fair share.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING EVENTS, PROVIDE THE NECESSARY SERVICES NEEDED TO FACILITATE THE FOLLOWING EVENTS, AND ALLOW SIDEWALK SALES DURING THESE EVENTS:

APRIL 19 – ART WALK & WINE TASTING; JULY 3-6 – VOYAGEUR ENCAMPMENT IN IRONS PARK AND BEVERAGE TENT; JULY 4 – 1:00 P.M. PARADE ON HOUGHTON AVE.; JULY 11 – SHOW OFF YOUR IRON – HOUGHTON AVE. FROM 4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.; JULY 12 – BIKE PARADE-1:00 P.M. ON HOUGHTON AVE.; JULY 19 – GOLD WINGS BIKE PARADE AFTER DARK ON HOUGHTON AVE.; SEPTEMBER 7 – USE OF IRONS PARK FOR THE CLOSING OF SUNRISE SIDE BIKE TOUR; OCTOBER 4 – DOWNTOWN STREET FAIR; DECEMBER 5 – ART WALK & WINE TASTING; DECEMBER 13 – 7:00 P.M. CHRISTMAS PARADE ON HOUGHTON AVE. AND TREE LIGHTING AT CITY HALL.

Yes – Clark, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ehinger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated he would like to see the work sessions that are held on Monday prior to the meetings to be located at City Hall.  He also stated he would like an agenda from the Manager on the topics to be discussed.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, THAT COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS ON MONDAY PRIOR TO A COUNCIL MEETING BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL AT 12 NOON AND THAT THE MANAGER PREPARE AN AGENDA FOR THESE WORK SESSIONS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $65,909.34.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the Ford Explorer policy.  Council Member Clark felt that the following sentence should be added:  “Driver must be a City employee or official.”

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADOPT THE POLICY FOR USE OF FORD EXPLORER WITH THE ADDITION “DRIVER MUST BE A CITY EMPLOYEE OR OFFICIAL.”

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT TO THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AGREEMENT AND AUTHRORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN SAID AMENDMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Acting Manager Tennant reported that Wilcox Engineering is expecting a cost overrun on the test wells.  Council asked that a Wilcox Engineering representative attend the next Council meeting to discuss the cost overrun.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas voiced concern over the large increase our sewer customers will have when we bond for the upgrades on the sewer plant.  Discussion was held on sending letters to our legislators and also what could the City do to help lessen this burden.  Council Member Frechette asked for a list of communities that have recently had large sewer rate increases.  Attorney Juarez also suggested contacting the MML.  Discussion was held on getting the rate increase out to our customers.  Acting Manager Tennant stated that C2AE is willing to help us put together an informative flier that could be mailed to our customers.

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO COMMIT TO THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson

No – Ervans, Lucas, Thompson

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, AUTHORIZING ACTING CITY MANAGER TENNANT TO WORK ON A SEWER AUTHORITY WITH WEST BRANCH TOWNSHIP AND OGEMAW TOWNSHIP FOR BONDING PURPOSES ONLY ON THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Acting Manager Tennant explained that since the Sewer Authority does not have any credit history that each of the governmental entities would be asked to pledge a portion of the debt as “co-signers.”

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, THAT THE CITY PLEDGE 46.2% OF THEIR FUNDS TOWARD THE SEWER AUTHORITY BOND.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 8:25 P.M.

________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

_________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  March 18, 2008

