REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Member Gregory Clark

Other officers present:  Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Jaurez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 20, 2006.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Clark


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE FEBRUARY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger. Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Clark


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the application from the Sheriff’s Posse to go door to door to sell emergency address signs.  Several members from the Sheriff’s Posse were present to talk about the program.  They noted that all proceeds would go to the Sheriff’s Posse.  Mayor Thompson stated that the City still offers house numbers at no cost to its residents.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM THE SHERIFF’S POSSE TO SELL EMERGENCY ADDRESS SIGNS DOOR TO DOOR FOR 180 DAYS.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas

No – Thompson



Absent – Clark


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM KYLENE O’CONNELL TO ALLOW THE CUB SCOUTS/BOY SCOUTS TO HOLD THEIR ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE ON MARCH 25, 2006 AND APRIL 1, 2006.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Clark


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO POSTPONE ACTION ON THE FINANCIAL REQUEST FROM THE EDC.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Clark


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Paul Olson was present from the Municipal Underwriter of Michigan.  He stated that the increase in the liability premium was due to additional value that was added to several properties.  Council Member Frechette asked Mr. Olson what his experience was with skateboard facilities.  Mr. Olson stated that the exposure is not different than a softball field.  Mr. Olson did, however, ask that the City contact him if this skateboard project is approved because Risk Management has certain guidelines and regulations they want the City to follow.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ehinger noted that the property on the northeast corner of S. First St. and Ripley St. has had a dumpster sitting in its yard since last August.  He asked that Manager Gascoigne look into the removal of the dumpster.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $62,217.59.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Clark


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON A NATURAL RESOURCES GRANT FOR MARCH 20, 2006 AT 7:00 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Clark


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO AWARD THE REMOVAL AND INSTALLATION OF GRIT COLLECTOR CHAIN AND ACCESSORIES TO EARTH TECH, INC. FOR A NOT TO EXCEED PRICE OF $6,838.00.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Clark


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 7:32 P.M.

