REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 15, 2006

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  Council Members Gregory Clark and Paul Frechette.

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and City Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF MICHIGAN FOR THE AUTOMARK BALLOT MARKING DEVICES AND AUTHORIZING CLERK TENNANT TO SIGN SAID GRANT AGREEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION:

PROCLAMATION #06-2


WHEREAS, each year Optimist clubs from around the world take time to recognize youth in the community who contribute to a better life for all, and


WHEREAS, the West Branch Optimist Club has a proud tradition of selecting the best and brightest young people of the West Branch area to receive this prestigious award, and


WHEREAS, Thursday, May 25, 2006, the West Branch Optimist Club will bestow a formal recognition of appreciation of the following listed youth:


Brianne Anderson



Jessica Boose


Derek Buchoz




Kalena Franklin


Delani Griffin




Cody Janczewski


Catherine Ann Laurion



Hannah Martin


Tom McGrail




Danielle Kay Miller


Peter Nouhan




Sarah Parrish


Nitish Pahwa




Nathan Rau


Tanya Lynn Reilly



Jacob Sheltrown


Ashley Short




Emily Souva


Sara Steinhurst




Casey Taylor


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that May 25, 2006 is Optimist International Youth Appreciation Day in the City of West Branch and that day shall be dedicated to these fine youth who represent our community with pride and dignity, and


BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the City Clerk is directed to install this record in the permanent record of the City of West Branch, so that future West Branch citizens may look back with pride at the names of the finest youngsters of 2006.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request from the EDC to help with funding in the amount of $4,000.  Mayor Thompson asked Manager Gascoigne if this amount is in the budget.  Mr. Gascoigne stated that this amount is in the budget but if the Council chose to fund the whole $4,000 they would not be able to help fund other projects.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO FUND THE EDC $2,000 FOR 2006.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 1, 2006.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE EDC MEETING HELD MARCH 20, 2006, PLANNING COMMISISON MEETING HELD MARCH 28, 2006, APRIL TREASURER’S REPORT, 1ST QUARTER STING REPORT, AND THE APRIL POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on a MSHDA grant to conduct a market study in the amount of $14,500 at 7:05 p.m.  No one present wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:06 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-06


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch on May 15, 2006 held a public hearing to receive input on a Regional Market Study grant request, and


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch desires to be the grant applicant for the Regional Market Study and is requesting $14,500 to conduct this study, and


WHEREAS, the proposed market study will seek to implement the goals and objectives of the community’s many different development techniques, and


WHEREAS, the market study will help to create greater economic development for the area and create jobs for individuals with low to moderate incomes, and


WHEREAS, no local funds or any other funds have been expended nor will be expended prior to a formal grant award, completion of the environmental review procedures, and until formal, written authorization to incur costs is received from the Community Development,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby authorizes the submission of a Michigan CDBG application for a Regional Market Study in the amount of $14,500, and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby authorizes City Manager, William Gascoigne to sign the application forms.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE PARADE REQUEST FROM THE OFFICE OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO HOLD A PARADE ON MAY 29TH.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Shana Lambourn introduced herself to Council and stated she is running for Probate Judge.  Ross Holcomb introduced himself to Council and stated he is running for County Road Commissioner.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated that representatives from MSHDA would be at City Hall tomorrow to award the Market Study grant.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $74,680.90.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the peddlers and solicitors application from Marta Hubert to sell educational materials from now until late July.  Discussion was held on what hours would be appropriate to sell these items.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM MARTA HUBERT TO SELL EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS FROM MAY 16, 2006 THROUGH JULY 31, 2006 WITH THE STIPULATION THAT MS. HUBERT CAN SELL FROM 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 7:00 P.M.

Yes – Ehinger, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans, Jackson

Absent – Clark, Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-05


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council in §51.095 and §52.39 of the City of West Branch Code of Ordinances have determined that water/sewer charges constitute a lien on the property, and


WHEREAS, §32.086 of the Code of Ordinances states that the charges for fire runs may constitute a lien against the owner’s real property, and


WHEREAS, §92.17 of the Code of Ordinances states that the charges for mowing noxious weeds shall be a lien against the premises, and


WHEREAS, Section 11.9 of the City Charter allows sidewalk maintenance charges to become a lien against the owner’s real property, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby acknowledges the following liens and authorizes the Clerk to place these charges on the 2004 tax roll:

Water/Sewer Charges

420 Court St.


$246.32


579 S. Fourth St.

$201.08


393 N. Third St.


$103.12


400 E. Houghton Ave.
$  41.11

Fire Run

138 S. Burgess St.

$229.80


426 State St.

$765.20

Mowing

Vacant lot on State St.

$100.00


579 S. Fourth St.

$150.00

Sidewalk 

327 W. Houghton Ave.

$192.60

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE AND SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON SAID ORDINANCE FOR JUNE 5, 2006 AT 7:05 P.M.:

ORDINANCE #06-03

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §152.021 OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “CHAPTER 152:  ZONING CODE.”

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  The City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances hereby amends the boundaries of the map as established by §152.021 of the Zoning Code as follows:

That the zoning designation on the following described parcel be changed from RA-1 (Single Family Residential) to O-S (Office Service):

Supervisors or Peoples Addition Lots 2 & 3, Block 8 (vacant lot on S. Burgess St. to the north of 122 S. Burgess St.)

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-07


WHEREAS, the County of Ogemaw, State of Michigan, having heretofore provided emergency ambulance protection services for residents in the county; and


WHEREAS, the residents of the County of Ogemaw have benefited from such services; and


WHEREAS, such services have been provided through the OGEMAW COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE; and


WHEREAS, the OGEMAW COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE has provided adequate service to the residents of Ogemaw County; and


WHEREAS, the Board of the County of Ogemaw, the City of West Branch, the City of Rose City, and the Township of Mills, see an increasing complexity in the emergency needs of the community; and


WHEREAS, the Board of the County of Ogemaw, the City of West Branch, the City of Rose City, and the Township of Mills, have studied alternatives to the way in which such services are delivered; and


WHEREAS, it appears that the changes which would result from this resolution are a major step towards a long term solution to guarantee and solidify an advanced life support ambulance service for the residents of the County of Ogemaw; and


WHEREAS, the establishment of this authority board will provide emergency medical services to the residents of Ogemaw County in the most cost effective manner and will provide the various incorporating and participating municipalities with a more direct voice in the management of these services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council does hereby make, constitute and accept the Articles of Incorporation of the OGEMAW COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE AUTHORITY, as presented on this fifteenth day of May, 2006, and does hereby authorize Mayor Todd Thompson to execute, publish and file such Articles of Incorporation on behalf of their respective entities.

Yes – Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – Ervans


Absent – Clark, Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #06-08


WHEREAS, the City Charter of the City of West Branch states that “the Council shall, by resolution, adopt the budget for the next fiscal year and shall, in such resolution, appropriate the money required for such budget and provide for a levy of the amount necessary to be raised by taxes upon real and personal property for municipal purposes.”


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the budget for the City fiscal year beginning July 1, 2006 as recommended by the City Manager and as adopted by the City Council, as described in the summary as follows:







REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

GENERAL FUND



   1,295,102

        1,295,102

be and the same is hereby adopted, and the amount therein provided as recommended; appropriations are hereby appropriated according to the departmental total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in order to carry out the provisions of the above described budget, the current tax rate shall be applied to the completed assessment roll taxable valuation of sixty-one million four hundred four thousand one hundred twelve dollars ($61,404,112) as required by Michigan Constitution.

TOTAL CITY TAX LEVY FOR GENERAL FUND PURPOSES

July 1, 2006 11.39 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value for General Operating, and tax levy of 2.9 per $1,000.00 for Refuse Collection

CITY TAX LEVY FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DEBT

July 1, 2006 1.67 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value

CITY TAX LEVY FOR SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

July 1, 2006 .39 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value

CITY TAX LEVY FOR THE DDA DISTRICT ONLY

July 1, 2006 1.542 per $1,000.00 of Taxable Value levied on the property in the DDA District

and, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to adopt the following budgets:

INDEPENDENT REVENUE FUNDS

Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund





$  10,000

Major Street







$135,441

Local Street







$  82,099

Economic Advancement Fund





$  14,600

Police Safety Fund






$    3,175

Cemetery







$  36,940

Civic Fund







$  76,792

DDA Operating Fund






$  16,188

Industrial Park Fund






$     6,012

West Branch Housing Department 




$375,414

Housing Replacement 






$   40,000

Housing Resource Fund






$  86,000

Senior Center Operating






$  18,510

Progress Building Fund






$    1,800

’98 Improvement Debt






$  76,793

Street Debt Fund






$  90,550

Senior Center Debt Fund





$  35,165

High Rise Debt Fund






$136,758

Sewer Replacement Fund





$   30,000

Plant Replacement Fund






$   25,000

Sewer Fund







$529,890

Water Fund







$151,950

Water Replacement Fund





$200,000

Motor Vehicle Fund






$153,850

Fort Austin Fund






$     3,777

DDA Perpetual Care Fund





$    7,000

and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is allowed to exceed any line item or department summation within any specific department or fund including both revenues and expenditures providing that the total end of the year expenditures for any fund does not exceed the original appropriation.  A council resolution is required to appropriate additional amounts to any expenditure fund total, however, no resolution is required to exceed any revenue fund total, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amounts listed in the budget document for each line item department and fund under “Amended” are formal budget adjustments to the 2005-06 FY budget of the City of West Branch.

Yes – Ehinger Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #06-01 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE, GRANTING TO CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, THE RIGHT, POWER AND AUTHORITY TO CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN AND COMMERCIALLY USE ELECTRIC LINES CONSISTING OF TOWERS, MASTS, POLES, CROSSARMS, GUYS, BRACES, FEEDERS, TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION WIRES, TRANSFORMERS AND OTHER ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES ON, UNDER, ALONG AND ACROSS THE HIGHWAYS, STREETS, ALLEYS, BRIDGES, WATERWAYS, AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, AND TO DO A LOCAL ELECTRIC BUSINESS IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, OGEMAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN, FOR A PERIOD OF THIRTY YEARS”.

Yes – Ehinger Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council discussed Ordinance #06-02, Skateboard Ordinance.  Council Member Ervans voiced his concern about passing this ordinance and asked for information on why this should be done.  Police Chief Williams and Attorney Juarez stated that this would allow the Police to regulate the problem that exists in some of the public parking lots.  They stated that they do not have the authority to cite someone for malicious destruction of property because that is not the intent.  

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #06-02 ENTITLED, “SKATEBOARD ORDINANCE”.

Yes- Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Clark and Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:48 P.M.

___________________________________


____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor




Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  June 5, 2006

