REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 16, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Police Officer Ken Walters

Manager Gascoigne requested that the Council place Ordinance #05-02 on the agenda under new business and he asked that the Surline Fun Run be removed from the agenda.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE LAST REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 2, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE EDC MEETING HELD APRIL 18, 2005 AND THE APRIL TREASURER’S REPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Bonnie Zoia, MSU Extension, was present and reviewed the Partnership for Change grant application that she is working on with the GAP Planning Committee.  She stated that the goal is to develop a plan that would provide continuity on the I-75 Business Loop from Exist 212 to Exit 215.  She informed the Council that the cost to east entity (West Branch Township, Ogemaw Township, and the City of West Branch) would be $3,333.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-10


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council recognizes the need to preserve and enhance the Rifle River watershed for the enjoyment of current and future generations, and


WHEREAS, the Council recognizes the need to preserve the rich Victorian theme along the Houghton Avenue (M-55) corridor, and


WHEREAS, the Council desires to increase recreational and commercial opportunities for the residents and visitors of Ogemaw County, and


WHEREAS, the Council also recognizes the advantages of working cooperatively with neighboring jurisdictions, and


WHEREAS, the Council understands that entering into this agreement in no way impedes the City from engaging in cooperative planning efforts with other jurisdictions,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS:

1. That the City of West Branch commits to work in good faith with West Branch Township and Ogemaw Township for the next 12 months toward the development of a mutually agreeable joint cooperative plan.

2. That the City of West Branch will formally adopt the mutually agreeable completed plan as the expression of its goals and objectives for the preservation and enhancement of the Houghton Avenue (M-55) corridor.

3. That the City of West Branch will work in cooperation with the other jurisdictions to implement the plan’s recommendations.

4. All resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict herewith shall be and the same are hereby rescinded.
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Ms. Zoia also stated that the County is looking at developing a Brownfield Development Authority and the City would have an opportunity to be part of this plan.  She stated more information would be forthcoming.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson asked about the status of the TV cameras that air the Council meetings.  Manager Gascoigne stated he received a bid to replace the existing cameras and the expenditure is in next fiscal years budget.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Officer Walters shared with the Council an apprehension of two people who broke into the bus garage recently.  He stated that after 20 hours of the incident Gator was able to track these people to their home.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing on the 2005/2006 budget at 7:15 p.m.  

Carol Gillman, Ogemaw Commission On Aging, was present to address the Senior Center budget.  She stated that she understands that the Council is looking at raising the rent at the Center.  She asked that the Council take into consideration the limited income that the COA has and asked that the Council help keep the costs down.  Manager Gascoigne noted that the Council is looking at alternative methods to financing this budget but an increase in rent to the COA may be inevitable.  Discussion was held on what the County contributes to this meal program.  Ms. Gillman stated that currently the County does not fund this program.  John West, Ogemaw County Commissioner, stated that the County got out of funding this program when COA started levying 3/10 of a mil.  Council Member Lucas stated he felt the City Manager, a Council Member, a County Commissioner and a COA representative should sit down and see what can be worked out for the funding of this building.

Nancy Rickwald was present and asked that the Council purchase a sign for the Relay for Life event in the amount of $100.

No one else wished to be heard on this subject.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:30 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, DIRECTING MANAGER GASCOIGNE TO SET UP A MEETING WITH A REPRESENTATIVE FROM EDWARDS TOWNSHIP, WEST BRANCH TOWNSHIP, COUNTY OF OGEMAW, A CITY COUNCIL MEMBER, AND THE OGEMAW COMMISSION ON AGING TO DISCUSS THE SENIOR CENTER RENT/BUDGET.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

Council Member Lucas stated he would be interested in being the Council representative.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $59,731.91.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-09


WHEREAS, the West Branch City Council in §51.095 and §52.39 of the City of West Branch Code of Ordinances have determined that water/sewer charges constitute a lien on the property, and


WHEREAS, §32.086 of the Code of Ordinances states that the charges for fire runs may constitute a lien against the owner’s real property, and


WHEREAS, §92.17 of the Code of Ordinances states that the charges for mowing noxious weeds shall be a lien against the premises, and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby acknowledges the following liens and authorizes the Clerk to place these charges on the 2004 tax roll:

Water/Sewer Charges

420 Court St.


$313.23


579 S. Fourth St.

$271.16


136 Hall St.


$  66.00


236 N. Second St.
$153.99

327 N. Sixth St.


$365.19


2206 S. M-76

$10,612.50

Fire Run

450 Morrison St.


$130.00

Mowing

Vacant lot on State St.

$100.00

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #05-02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, MICHIGAN CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CHANGE §51.092 – RATES CHARGED TO USER.

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  The City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change Rates and Charges §51.092 – Rates charged to user:

The rates to be charged for service furnished by the system shall be an amount based on water usage and shall be $4.57 per each 1,000 gallons water used or fraction thereof with the minimum bill based on water usage of 10,000 gallons.  All premises served by the sewer system shall have installed an approved meter as determined by the Superintendent of Public Works or City Manager.  Other users of the system shall be charged in accordance with a schedule to be set by the City Council.

SECTION 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4:  Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO SCHEDULE A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2005 AT 7:00 P.M. TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2005/2006 BUDGET AND TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE 05-02 – SEWER RATE INCREASE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, and Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETEE, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADJOURN AT 7:35 P.M.

_______________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  June 6, 2005

