REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, MAY 2, 2005

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette (arrived at 7:12 p.m.), Russell Jackson, and Chad Lucas

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Christine Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2005/2006 BUDGET FOR MAY 16, 2005 AT 7:15 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 18, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE OGEMAW FIRE DEPARTMENT BOARD MEETING HELD JANUARY 18, 2005 AND THE ZBA MEETING HELD APRIL 21, 2005.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Adrian Dantzer, Ogemaw County EDC representative, was present and thanked the Council for supporting the EDC in the past and asked for their continued support.  Manager Gascoigne stated he would recommend this financial support to the EDC and supports the work that they do but he must work through next years budget before the City can make this commitment.  Council encouraged Manager Gascoigne to try and work this support into next years budget.


Council Member Frechette arrived at 7:12 p.m.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO TABLE THE EDC FINANCIAL SUPPORT.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas reported that he went to the Wastewater Treatment Plant to see the work on the most recent project.  He commended the staff for their care and the work they do to keep the plant running efficiently.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne stated he is working on the budget and will be available next week to discuss this with the Council and to schedule some work sessions.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne encourage Council Members to contact State Representative Sheltrown to vote in favor of House Bill 4572 which would make grant money available through the Clean Michigan Initiative.  He stated that the City could apply for a grant to help with the preliminary work required on the collection system and treatment plant.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,159.93.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-07


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the West Branch City Council does hereby authorize the transferring of 25% of the Act 51 money from Major Street to Local Street.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the request to advertise in the Plat Book.  Council Member Lucas asked why we had to advertise.  Council Member Clark stated that the sale of these ads is used as a fundraiser for the 4-H.

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO PURCHASE A HALF MAP BANNER AD IN THE PLAT BOOK FOR $250.00.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Manager Gascoigne informed the Council that Attorney Michael Juarez reviewed the MDOT contract on N. First St.  He stated that there was one question concerning the regulation of traffic on this street but that has been cleared up.

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #05-08


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council approves MDOT contract #05-5141 for construction on N. First St. and hereby authorizes Mayor Todd Thompson and Manager William Gascoigne to sign said contract.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPOINT KIM ERVANS AND ADRIAN DANTZER TO THE WEST BRANCH HOUSING CORPORATION BOARD.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE MANAGER’S EMPLOYEMENT AGREEMENT AS PRESENTED.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO ADJOURN AT 7:20 P.M.

______________________________________

____________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor




Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  May 16, 2005

